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T RE being no greater 
1 {propriety that I can.per; 
cCeriye in introducing a Let 
er than a, general, Diſcourſe with 
a Preface, eſpecially F a long Letter 
with a ſhort Preface, I ſhall. no 
more ſcruple to introduce. he 
than I did the former, in that 
Manner, — The Title Page in- 
limates, that it is both defenſive 
ad offenſive. In the defenſive 
fat, wherein I undertake to vin 
rate the eftabliſh'd | d Church a- 


a 2 gainſt 


"SS wats S>tt 


\AC 


iv PREP A C E. 


gainſt the great and popular Oh- 
jections of Diſſenters, I am gene. 
rally brief, that having already 
2 executed by much abler Peng 
paryicylarly; | by” the, Land 
2 in the Collection of Caſe 
and other Diſcourſes zo recour 
D#ſſenters” to the Communion off the 
Church? of England. But . 
other Part, whereifi I retort their 
Obſectione, and ſhesy them a 
ſtrongly concluſive "againſt Com 
munion with their own Churches, 
I have enlarged more, few, I think, 
WP any, at leaſt, profeſſedly, and 
in a ſet T reatiſe, having gone be- 
fore me in that way. The rurnng 
thus their Artillery upon their vun 
Heads will be Mae 1 ſuppoſe, 


= War, * haute and reaſo- 
N nable 


5 


P REF ACR. 


o dable Treatment of an Adverſary, | 
ne 2nd, perhaps, is the right e way of 
ady WY treating thoſe we bave to do with, 
although, hitherto, 'in' my humble 
im Opinion, too much neglected by 
5% our Writers. When we urge them 
er WM with Scripture; they find 'ways to 
te WY darken and pervert it; and when 
he WI with Reaſoning, they make a 


Shift, to oppoſe ours with ſome 
Counter-reaſonings of their own, 
which, however deceitful or incon- 
cluſive, may paſs, and fatally im- 
poſe upon the weak, or the un 
attentive. But when they are plain- 
y ſhewn to have in their Churches 
the ſame Blemiſhes or Defects with 
which they upbraid ours, and to 
do the ſame Things, or" Things 
untamount with © thoſe for which 
| | they 
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they profeſs to withdraw.themſchn 
from. its Communian, they muſt l 
very, obſtinate and pecverſe, if the 
are not taken down, and pat of 
tually to Silence. Wy nan) 
£71 It might be, 3 a Ones 
while.to take ſome Pains upon thi 
Argument, if it were only to em- 
barraſs them, and ſtop their Mouth, 
and keep them, in time to come, 
from attacking the Church with 
theſe Objections in ſo triumpban 
a Manner as they are wont to do 
But I had a farther, and more im- 
portant Vie in it, namely to ſet 
before them 4 plain Argument: jo 
Conformity, which bas,  huperto, 
been uery lutle, if at all. preſſed 
upon them, For if all gur Churches 


are ike: or equally faulty and de- 
fective, 


PREFACE wi 
ſectire, why ſhould they make it 
a greater Difficulty to conform ts 
the eſtabliſhed, than to any other? 
Nay, in this Caſe, it will be their 
Duty to conform rather to the 
Church eſtabliſned by Law, and 
the general National Religion, 
than, in | manifeſt Violation" of all 
the Laws of Chriſtian Communion, 
to join themſelves to any ſmall to- 
lerated dect, formed and ſtt up in 
open Rivalſhip and Oppoſition to 
it; and no other conduct ean be 
4 either National or "Che 
ſhan, 11 „ 

I am very ſenſible, ſuch an At- 
tempt as the preſent is liable to be 
conſtrued, as if it were a charge 
o, and a deſign to expoſe their 
want of Honeſty and Sincerity. 
But 
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But there is no neceſſity! for ſuch i 
Conſtruction. I am free to own, 
many of their Inconſiſtencies and 
Self condemnations here diſcovered, 
and, perhaps, moſt of them, may 
be charitably accounted for by the 
want only of common Attention 
and Reflection. But if this Charge 
or Imputation be alſo eſteemed diſ- 
obliging, I cant help it. Thus 
much however, I can ſay, ſome 
care has been taken that it might 
not be made more diſobliging thar 


E it in ſelf, by my manner of par 
ag it, 
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SIR, | . Nn 
LTHOUGH I knew you too well to 
A entertain the leaſt doubt of your taking 
| in good Part my ſincere and well-meanc 
Endeavours, in my former Letter, to ſerve you 
in your higheſt Intereſt, I yet found it a very ſen- 
ible Pleaſure to be aſſured of it from yourſelf. 
And what added much to my Pleaſure, was, your 
free and ingenuous Confeſſion, that tho? I was not 
lo fortunate, as to give you entire Satisfaction in 
every Point I had occaſion to touch upon, yet I 
had done it in ſome, and, particularly, ex- 
torted from you your old Prejudice, which always 
"x hung 
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hung about you, and you had been extremely 
fond of, to wit, that bat Religion is to be alwayj 
"efteemed beſt, the Profeſſors of which are obſeroe 
10 live beſt, and io be moſt ſober, regular, and ex. 
emplary in their Converſations. This, thought J 1 
myſelf, is a very material Point gained ; and I was 
ſanguine enough to expect you would have pre- 
ſently declared for Conformity. But theſe Ex- 
pectations were ſoon dampt, upon your further 
ſaying, that e the better Lives of Diſſenters bad 
2 confirmed you in your Non-confor mity, more, 
indeed, than you now perceive there was Reaſon for, 
they never bad been the ſole ground or Reaſon of i, 
but that the Exceptions againſt C ee, commonly 
urged by your Writers, tho, indeed, they did not a- 
pear to you to prove it ſinful, yet ſeemed weighty 
enough to determine you againſt it, eſpecially, when 
there were other Churches you might communicate 
withal, which were not liable to thoſe Exceptions; but 
that, if it could be ſhewn, the diſſenting Churche: 
were really liable to the ſame, or the like Exceptions, 
and your Reaſons againſt Conformity to the eſtabliſhed 
Church could be fairly thrown back upon your own, 
you ſhould then think it your Duty, in regard to the 
Peace of God's Church, to conform rather to the na- 
tional Eſtabliſhment, than to join with any ſeparait 
Congregation ; and that, in 2 a Caſe, you would 
certainly do it. This Declaration raiſed me again; 
and indeed is the thing which has drawn upon 
you this' ſecond Trouble, 
It falls out, Sir, that ſome Thoughts I had 
publiſhed, Years ago, in three or four looſe Fa- 
pers, might, in ſome Meaſure, anſwer the pre- 
ſent Occaſion, the 'Drift of thoſe Papers being 
to ſhew, in divers Particulars, that your Reaſons 
s | | aga 
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zgainſt Conformity to the Church equally preſs 

upon yourſelves : But, as they were haſtil 
drawn up, for the Amuſement of a Day, I ſhall 
not put them into your Hands, but take the Li- 
berty, which, I think, I have a Right to do, and 
for your Sake, the Trouble, to digeft them a new, 
to make many Alterations, which, I hope, will 
not be for the worſe, as well as Additions to what 
was then publiſhed. And, upon a Review of the 
Thoughts which lie before me, I plainly foreſee, 
ſome of theſe will be ſo large, that the Original 
Writing will be the leaſt Part by far, of what I 
now ſend you. I hope they will not ſwell it to 
a Bulk, that may diſcourage you from going 
through with it. And leſt they ſhould, I pro- 
miſe to contract my Thoughts, as much as may 
be, conſiſtently with doing Juſtice to my Sub- 
jet, and ſhall addreſs myſelf to the Buſineſs 
of it without more Ceremony, For by this 
Time, Sir, I ſhould hope, you are ſo well 
atisfied of the Cordiality of my Friendſhip 
and Eſteem for you, that a great deal of Form 
and Ceremony between us will be no longer 
neceſſary, | ; 
What I have then to do is, in the firſt Place, 
to offer to your ſerious Confideration, ſome 
Things by way of direct Defence of the Church 
of Exgland againſt your great and popular Ob- 
xtions; and, more particularly thoſe, which 
jou was pleaſed to hint to me. And becauſe 
vithin the Compaſs I have propoſed to take, (eſ- 
fecially too having already promiſed you all poſ- 
lbleand convenient Conciſeneſs) there will hardly 
be room to ſay all that might be properly and 
Wefully ſaid upon each Subject, I ſhall avoid, aa 
B 2 much 


4 A ſecond Letter concerning the Lives of 
much as may be, (tho* it may not be alugy 
convenient, for good old Arguments are not the 
worſe for wearing) trite Things, and ſuch as yoy 
every where meet with; which, I hope, bow. 
ever, will not betray me (tho* I am well aware, 
that isbut too natural) to take up with Things 
that are leſs ſolid. And, left I ſhould be thought 
to fail in this Attempt, that is, not be able to 
ſhew, to your Satisfaction, that all your Objecti- 
ons to the Church are weak and groundleſs, or 
not weighty enough to juſtify your withdrawing 
from its Communion, I will try, under each 
Head, to ſhew, as a Succedaneum, that the Ob- 
jection, ſuppoſing there be any Strength in it, is 
equally ſtrong againſt your own Churches : And 
if I ſhould be ſo happy, as to make you ſenſi- 
ble of this, which, I own, I have great Hopes 
of doing, (for you muſt, I ſhould think, of 
yourſelf, have been ſenfible of it, if you had 
only bethought yourſelf of making the proper 
Reflections, which/ are all eaſy and natural, upon 
what you perfectly well know) you will then, | 
hope, give me Leave to claim the Performance 
of your Promiſe, of joining rather with the 
eſtabliſhed, than the diſſenting Churches, both 
being found alike faulty, if either of them are 
0. | | 
A In the Execution of the laſt mentioned Part, 
more eſpecially, of my Deſign, I am very ſenſi 
ble it will behove me to walk with a good deal 
of Warineſs and Circumſpection, not only be- 
cauſe my way is, in a manner untrodden, but al- 
ſo, becauſe I am to walk almoſt without Light, 
To be plainer, Sir, your Churches are ſo ſecret 
in all their Ways, that there is ſcarce any * 
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ing what they are; but to find them out, we 
muſt grope and feel for them, as in the Dark, 
The Church of England acts herein more openly : 
Every Part of her Government, Diſcipline, and 
Worſhip is expoſed to the View, the Attacks 
and Inſults of her Adverſaries. They have the 
whole Book of Common Prayer, and Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, and other Rites and Ce- 
remonies of the Church, with all the Rubricks, 
Prefaces, Rules and Orders concerning the Ser- 
vice thereof, (not excepting the Table to find Faſter 
b ever) all the Injunctions, Ordinances, Canons 
and Conſtitutions Ecclefiaſtical, and even the Cam- 
mn and Statute Law, ſo far as concerns Eccleſi- 
aſtical Matters, to canvaſs and cavil at: While 
your Churches, having no common Rules of Dif. 
cipline or Worſhip, which you hold yourſelves 
obliged to walk by, or, if you have any, not 
having made them public, and laid them before 
the World, for our Examination and Diſcuſſion, 
cannot be eaſily attack'd upon thoſe Heads. And 
this, as I intimated before, makes the Taſk 1 
have undertaken ſo difficult; and indeed is no 
{mall Diſadvantage that moſt Writers on the Side 
of the Church lie under. Upon this Footing, I 
often think a Controverſy with you is ſomething 
like fighting with a Ghoſt which has nothing 

an level a Blow at, and make any Impreſſi 
won, Hence it is that in our Controverſies, the 
firſt Attack has been commonly from you, and 
ve have been forced to be almoſt always on the 
defenſrve Side; and this, I dare ſay, has made 
many judge, it is agreed between us, that the 
Order and Worſhip of your Churches is every 
Way 72bt; and the only Controverſy is, * 
thoſe 
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thoſe of our Church are defenſible, or not: 
Whereas, if the Rules and Orders (in cafe you 
have any) or, for want of theſe, if but the 45; 
of your Churches, and your general Dealing 
with your People, nay, if only the Prayers that 
are offered up in all your Congregations, tho! but 
on one Lord's Day in the Year, and the preciſe 
manner wherein the Sacraments are adminiſtred 
among you, were but as public, and in every Bo- 
dies Hands, as ours are, I am ready to think 
your Miniſters would have Employment enough 
to defend their own, and not much Leiſure to 
inſult our Quarters, | 
Theſe Things, Sir, concerning the Variety 
and Difformity of your Ways, and the Difficulty 
of coming at any certain Knowledge of many of 
them, for want of public, authentic Rules and 
Ordinances about them, and I had now, by rea- 
ſan of the general Shyneſs of your People of re- 
vealing and diſcloſing them to us (for that, I aſ- 
ſure you, is a Thing much taken Notice of) 
theſe Things, I ſay, I thought it proper to pre- 
miſe, that you might not expect from me a ful- 
ler and more compleat Diſcovery of all your 
Ways and Practices, than you reaſonably ought, 
and that if I ſhould miſtake any of them I might 
* the more eaſily forgiven, or my Correction be 
ze more gentle. Iwill promiſe you to take (a 
well for the Sake of doing you Juſtice, as in te- 
gard to my Argument) as much Care as I can, 
not to miſtake your Principles or Practices, ot 
the State and Conſtitution of your Churches, 
and hope I ſhall not do it in any material Thing. 
And if my Diſcoveries thereef are few and de- 


fective, (which, as I never have been in your — 
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get they are too like to be) I muſt crave, Sir, 

r own Aſſiſtance, who, to be ſure, can be 
no Stranger to any of the Ways of your own 
Churches, to ſupply what is wanting. And [I 
fatter myſelf, that, between my o0wn Obſervati- 
ons and Reflections, and your more certain and 
intimate Knowledge of Things, we ſhall be able 
to make up ſuch Evidence, as will be to you ſa- 
lifaffory, entirely convince you of the Faul- 
tineſs of your own Churches, in thoſe very 
Things for which ours has been condemned 
by you, and give, in the End, ſuch an hap- 
py Determination to your Thoughts and Re- 
ſolutions, as may be for your own Peace, at 
the ſame Time, it promotes that of God's holy 
Church, 

It is, Sir, you know, one of the favourite and 
fundamental Principles of the Diſſenſion, that, 
by the Rule and Order of the Goſpel, every 
Lay-chriſtian has a Right to chuſe is own Paſtor : 
They pretend to maintain, that it is this Choice 
that conſtitutes the Relation between Paſtor and 
reople; which, therefore without it, would be 
none at all. And hence it comes to be eſteemed 
zjuſt Ground of Separation: So holds Dr. Omen, 
o Mr, Baxter, and ſo an hundred more. The In- 
luficiency of this Plea will be ſhewn by and 
by; and, in the mean while, I will only ob- 
ſerve, that it is odious to be ſuggeſted, becauſe 
It declares againſt Communion with all other 
Proteſtant eſtabliſhed Churches, as well as ours, 
even the Church of Scotland itſelf, where the 
nant Churches are filled, as here, by their pro- 
kr Patrons, | 


This 
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This divine and unalienable Right, as it | 
faid to be, is pretended to be founded, (1, 
Upon certain Precepts, Cautions or Advice 
in the holy Scriptures, which are thought u 
imply it: (2.) Upon ſome Inſtances where 
it is ſuppoled to be uſed and exerciſed; 
.and, (3.) Upon the 2 Reaſon of the 
Thing. The firſt are ſuch as theſe — Tab 
Hegd how ye hear — Beware of falſe Prophe 
— Beware of the Concifion — A Man that is « 
Heretick avoid — 1 beſeech you, Brethren, mari 
them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, an. 
trary to the Doctrine which ye have lem, 
and avoid them. — So then, becauſe Chriſtians 
are admoniſhed to remember, and make good 
Uſe of the Inſtructions they receive, that they 
may not fail of their due Effects, becauſe they 
are bid to beware of the Wiles and Deluſions 
of Impoſtors, who will come to them mitl 
mighty Shews of Piety, and ſpecious Appen. 
.ances of great Humility and Innocence, becaul 
ſuch as corrupt the Faith of the Goſpel, or make 
Schiſms in the Church, are to be avoided by tht 
People ; therefore they muſt have no Paſtors but 
of 2 own chuſing, and need not receive any, 
be they ever ſo orthodox and able, and behave 
themſelves ever ſo peaceably and inoffenſively i 
the Houſe of God, whom the King or Biſhop, « 
any Patron whatever, ſhall be legally entitled u 
ſend to them. This, ſure, is no Argument; and 
Scripture-evidence muſt run very low, when ſuc 
.Evidence as this is taken up with. I have 
J ſuppoſe, thoſe Paſſages more than an hundre 
Times, without once thinking of the Right . 


each Congregation to chuſe its own Paſtor, ” 
| n 
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now it is ſuggeſted I am not able, I own, to — 
ceive any Sort of Connexion between them and it. 
Can you, Sir, think it a likely Thing, that our 
Lord and his Apoſtle had, in thoſe Cautions, 
any View to our Parochial or Congregational Elec- 
tions? For my Part, I could be well enough con- 
tent, and almoſt wiſh they were to be taken in 
ſuch a View: For what would the Cauſe of the 
Church loſe? What would that of the Diſſenſion 
gain by it? In that Caſe, the Choice would be 
limited to thoſe who were found in the Faith, and 
in the Unity of the Church: And then, Sir, give 
me Leave to aſk, what would become of the Diſ- 
ſeating Miniſters ? All Leaders, both in Hereſy 
and Schiſm, are declared unfit, unqualified Per- 
ſons, and utterly incapable of being choſen. "The 
the Faithful, far from permitted to enter into any 

7 Paſtoral Relation to them, (much leſs preferably 
with to others) are not permitted to have any Chriſtian 
Communion with them, no, not ſo much as any 
inimate unneceſſary Acquaintance and Familiari 
with them in common Life. And I wiſh the Mini- 


* ters, who are the unhappy Cauſes of ſuch woeful 
but Diviſions and Offences, and you of the Laity 
or, fb, (for it greatly concerns you) would lay this 
ave ſeriouſly to heart. > 
pit ( 2.) The Scripture Precedents and Examples 


in Support of the Right pretended to, are al- 
ledged with equal Futility and Impertinence. 
The Election or Call of Matthias to the Apoſto- 
late, in the room of Judas, and the Share the 
People had (if indeed they had any) therein, and 
that of the ſeven Deacons, come not up to the 
Point, In the former Caſe, the Election was 
evidently made by "a nor * 
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10 A ſecond Letter concerning the Lives of 
ed their Apoſtles, or had to them any Relation 
more than the other Apoſtles had, and much leſi 
ſuch as the Paſtors of particular Congregations 
now among us, have to their Flocks. And the 
ſame may be ſaid of the ſeven Deacons, They 
were but preſented, or recommended by the Bre. 
thren, as Men of honeſt Report, and not that to 
the paſtoral Charge of ſo many Churches or Con- 
gregations, but to the Management of the com- 
mon Stock. Theſe Inſtances, then, are by no 
Means pertinent to, nor will affect the Merits 
of the Queſtion now before us. And, indeed, 
in vain ſhall we look (as any one may well think) 
for Inſtances of Congregational Elections of their 
own peculiar Paſtors, in Scripture Times, and 
thoſe preſently ſucceeding, when every. Body 
knows, the Chriſtian People were not diltributed 
and cantoned into diſtinct Pariſhes and ſeparate 
Congregations, each ſubjected to its own proper 
Paſtor, but were attended by the Clergy, either 
in common, or by Turns, or in ſuch other Or- 
der and Method, as the Biſhops, their Su- 
— in their Prudence, ſhould appoint and 
irect. | 
But (3.) If Scripture Evidence fails us, and 
there be found there, no Proof of Right in the 
Chriſtian People to chuſe their own Paſtors, 1s 
there not, I expect you will aſk, a great deal of 
Reaſon in the Thing? Has not every Man a 
Right, and is he not ound, indeed, to take Care 
of his Soul? Sir, no body denies it. But we 
think, nevertheleſs, a Man provides very well 
for his Soul who ſubmits himſelf to, who hears 
and regards with meek Heart, and pure Affection, 
the Inſtructions, and who devoutly attends 7 
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Adminiſtrations of an able and orthodox Minis. 
ter, by whomſoever he be provided, It will be 
conſeſſed, I ſuppoſe, that the King and Biſhops, 
the two Univerſities, the Lord High Chancellor, 
the Nobility and Gentry, who are our great Pa- 
trons, are more competent Judges of both the 
Abilities, and Orthodoxy of Clergymen, and of 
the Fitneſs of each for that particular Station, or 
Preferment he is deſigned for, than the com- 
mon Run of Men, eſpecially the Vulgar (if in- 
ded theſe are to be diſtinguiſhed) whoſe greateſt. 
Favourites, and moſt admired Miniſters are, 
erally, Men of more Sound than Solidity z nei» 
ther can I ſee any great Reaſon why we may not 
expe, that Clergymen of regular, and exem- 
plary Lives ſhould be preferred by them, as that 
ub ſhould be choſen by the Populace. I obſerve 
indeed; Mr. Baxter, arguing againſt: us upon 
this Head, ſays plainly, few of the Rich and Great 
e good, but moſt of them vicious and profligate, 
nd remarks thereupon, that all Things are apt _ 
i generate their lite. Well! be it ſoz the Nobi- 
ly and Gentry, we will, at preſent, ſu vil 
jou pleaſe, are too apt to prefer ſuch Clergy- 
nen, as are likeſt themſelves, and ſomewhat 
wnted with their Vices. Are not the Multitudeg © 
tte low Vulgar (for ſo, L doubt, the Majority of 
noſt Congregations,” Non - conformiſts as well ag 
Untormiſts, may not improperly be called) ape 
lo to do the like? No, ſays Mr. Baxter, It is 
n by Experience; that Learning and great 
Wirth, does, as Light, ſo reveal itſelf to human 
Aature, that uſually moſt of thoſe who are laub 10 
* boly themſelves would have a Saint, and an able 
in for their Miniſter. 0 be ſure, he is right ; 
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but how comes it, then, about, that this is tra 
only of Congregational Electors, but not of Pr. 
trons? What is the Matter, that theſe naturally 
generale their like, (it I may be pardoned for being 
ſo free with his Expreſſion) and always affect to 
promote worthleſs Clergymen, while the other 
are altogether for Saints, and Scholars; I muſt 
deſire, Sir, the Nobility, and you of the Gentry, 
may have the Benefit of this Obſervation, as wel 
as the common People. I hope you are as well, 
if not ſomewhat better entitled to it. Learning 
and great Worth, I ſhould think, would as ſoon, 
like Light, reveal itſelf to an Eugliſb Nobleman, 
or Gentleman, as to a common Tradeſman or 
Mechanick :. For it is not the Nature of this 
Light to ſhew itſelf moſt to thoſe who are in 
the Dark. Thoſe' who have generally à polite 
and liberal Education, and may be preſumed to 
have Senſe and Underſtanding correſponding with 
It, are as like, to my thinking, 10 diſcern nu 
Horth, to be charmed with it, and reward it, 2 
the more illiterate and uneducated. And, me- 
thinks too, they would be as much, not to fay 
more aſhamed of making an unworthy and ſan- 
* dalous Choice; for ſuch a Choice will either di- 


an unworiby Clergyman, or elſe, that they are ſo 


abandoned as to prefer, knowingly, an unwor- 
thy one, which is a wilful and ſhameful. betray- 


ing their ſacred Truſt, not very conſiſtent wich 
nice Honour, And the Shame of it too, will be 
all their on, whereas, the Shame of ſuch a Choice, 
when it comes to be divided amongſt a Mult- 
tude, 1s juſt nothing, 


* 
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But ſuppoſe ſuch a Choice happens to be made, 
and a Clergyman, againſt whom there lies any 
juſt Exception, comes to be promoted to a Par- 
ochial Cure of Souls, the Pariſhioners, there, are 
in no worſe Condition than their r Neigh- 
bours, when ſuch an one is choſen by the 1 1 
part of a Congregation, creeping into it by In- 
trigue, as Dr. Calamy himſelf conſeſſes it ſome- 
times happens. Nay, indeed, they are in ſome- 
what better, eſpecially below in the Country, 
becauſe they can reſort to ſome neighbouring 
Church better provided for, with little Incon- 
venience, and often as conveniently as to their 
own, which a Diſſenter cannot do, the Meeti 
there being thin ſpread, thoſe eſpecially of the 
ſame Set and Denomination. Is he ſuſpected of 
Hereſy? His Hereſy, ſo long as he keeps it to 
himſelf, will do them no Miſchief, Does he af- 
fe& to ſpread it? That is giving them Notice 
to beware of him; and by the Help of Books 
and of other orthodox and pious Clergymen, 
to whom all who appear ſollicitouſly concerned 
for their Salvation will be welcome, may be ſe- 
cured from any Harm he can do them. If he 
be profligate and immoral, in a notorious de- 
gree, (a Caſe, however, I hope, rarely happen» 


* The Paſſage of Dr. C referred to is in his Sermon, 
preached at the Ordination of Mr. John Munkley, p. 13. in 
theſe Words—— 1t cannot, indeed, be denied, but that where 
Prrſons have the free Choice of their own Paſtors, Fancy may of* 
ten very much influence them in the fixing on one rather than an- 
wher ; Intereft alſo may ſometimes have a great Sway, and 
there may be room for various | Intrigues 4 deſigning Men, as 
us wow and then Jes and obſerve, to our Sorrow, + © _ 


14 A ſecond Letter concerning the Lives of 


ing) any Pariſhioner, or other, will highly de- 
ſerve Commendation, and hardly fail o * 
all that are ſerious, if he endeavour to have him 
legally removed. And if he fail in his Attempt, 
(which, in a plain Caſe, is not likely) he would 
be leſs to be blamed, if he ſhould, afterwards, 
reſort, altho* conſtantly, to ſome other Church, 
If there be only ſome Faults and Blemiſhes in 
his Life, and it be not altogether ſo irreproach- 
able as it ought to be, yet if he regularly per- 
forms the Offices of Religion, and duly admi- 
niſters the holy Sacraments, the Efficacy where. 
of does not depend upon the Worthineſs of 
the Miniſter, and laudably diſcharges the other 
Duties of his Function, and his Doctrine be 
true and good, he may be uſeful to them, and 
help them forward in the Way that leads to 
everlaſting Life. Don't be ſurprized, Sir, as if 
you thought I was advancing frran e Principles, 
in favour of vicious Clergymen. Not quite ſo 
ſtrange, Sir, as you may imagine; for I can 
name you wiſe and good Men, and, among 
theſe, * ſome of the beſt of the old Puritans 
emſelves, who have ſaid and maintained. the 
lame thing; that God gives miniſterial, Abilities td 
many who have not ſaving Grace—that we may 
lawfully attend upon the Miniftry of thoſe wheſe 


0 * is held by he. yore — ni Plea: 4 

» £4 Burges, reati/e of aj Wrance, p. 50 

By gy bw in his Reſolution of the. Y neflion, hether 
Grace be eſſentially neceſſary 40 a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
Mr. Ball, Tryal of the Grounds, &c. p- 310. Mr. Perkins dla 
in his Expoſ. of Chrifi's Serman ; and Mr. Pemble on the Nas 
ture and Properties of Grace, p. 125 hold the ſame thing. 
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Lives and Converſations are offenſive, | if their 
Defrines be ſound and good mo that their 
Lives are no juſt Plea for negletiing their Mmiſtry, 
or avoiding their Communion—that God ſometimes 
makes Uſe of an unregenerate Preacher to convert 
deut, and that ſome godly Souls have confeſſed, 
that ſuch have been the Means of their Converſion. 
And in regard to others who are con/cionable in 
their Place, and of unblameable Life, yet of 
inferior Abilicies, and but meanly qualified for 
the Miniſtry, they hold, that ihere are none, 
be they ever ſo wiſe, but may profit by them, 
and that their Miniſtry, therefore, is not to be for- 
ſaken <vith Contempt. In all theſe Caſes, the 
Souls of the People may be very ſafe, under 
their proper Miniſter, if they will but make 
Uſe of all the Aſſiſtances he can give them, 
with ſuch other Helps, as, in great Plenty, lie 
before them, good Books, religious Diſcourſe 
ind Conference, with Application, in Caſes of 
Doubt and Difficulty, to ſuch other Miniſters, 
s may be eſteemed abler, and more pious, who 
vil, doubtleſs, afford them free Acceſs, and give 
them their beſt Aſſiſtance, in all Matters con- 
ning their Salvation. 

expect, Sir, you will tell me (for tis a po- 
pular and captivating Argument, and is got, I 
know not how, into every Body's Mouth) that 
ite has, ſurely, as Right to chuſe his 
om Paſtor, to whom he commits the Care and 
buidance of his Soul, as to chuſe his Lawyer 
it Phyicion with whom he intruſts his Body or 
Yate, And yet, Sir, as you know very well, 
hycians, in many Places, fre provided, nei- 
ter by each Patient for himſelf, nor by —— 
ectivg 
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lective Body of the Society, nor the Majority 
of them, but either by the immediate Governors 
thereof, or by the Publick, while no Body dream 
of any Incroachment upon their natural Right, 
or any Kind of Hardſhip being put upon them, 
The Penſioners (for Example) of the Royal 
Hoſpitals of Greenwich and Chelſea do not, 1 
preſume, complain, nor does, I believe, any 
Diſſenter in England think they have Reaſon to 
complain, of any Infringement of their- natural 
Rights, by having Phy/icians provided for them 
by the Government. Nor do the Patients in d. 
Thomas's, or St. Bartholomew's think themſelves 
ill treated, becauſe their Phyſitians and Surgeons 
are not of their own chuſing ; eſpecially having 
Liberty to call in the Aſſiſtance of any other in 
Caſes of Difficulty and Danger, as any Pariſhi- 
oner, in extraordinary Caſes, as under Doubts 
and Perplexities of Conſcience, for Example, 
may ſeek for paſtoral Inſtruction and Advice, 
wherever he pleaſes. Nor did our Fleets or 
Armies, as far as I have heard, ever mutiny on 
that Account. And as to. Lawyers, tho' you 
may ordinarily employ whom you pleaſe 1 
plead your Cauſe at the Bar, and to tranſact for 
you ſome other Matters, yet, in many Cale 
one may eaſily name, they are provided for you 
and impoſed upon you. And particularly, Je 
muſt abide, tho your whole Property, or ee 
Life were at Stake, by ſuch Judges as the King 
Majeſty ſhall appoint to diſtribute Juſtice in i 
Dominions. And this ſuggeſts a very plain Di 
ference between the — of chuſing J 
Paſtors, and chuſing your Lawyers and Fly 


ſicians. Your Paſtors are your Guides 7. r 
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yernors, to whom you owe Subjection in ſpiri- 
wal Things; and it is not, I think, quite fo 
reaſonable to challenge to yourſelves the chuſing 
of th-ſe as of the other, who have no Authority 
over you, who are only to do for you one par- 
ticular Service, and be paid for it, and when that 
is done, have no farther Concern with you. 
Twenty Things more have been already ſaid by 
others, to ſhew the Difference, and to ex- 
poſe the Flaws of this Reaſoning. But my 
preſent Buſineſs is not ſo much confuting, as 
repreſenting this Principle, ſhewing how it 1s 
held by You, and how notoriouſly, all the 
while, ſighted and counteratfed in your own 
Practices. : 

It is well known, that the Preſbyterians 
have not been always in the Sentiments they 
now profeſs about this matter. There was 
1 time when they had no Notion of any 
Right every one had to chuſe his own Paſ- 
tor, but argued againſt it juſt in the man- 
der we now do. In their Jus Divinum Mi. 
nlerii Evangelici, this Poſition is laid down, 
tbat the Election of a Miniſter does not belong, 
th divine Right, wholly and ſolely, to the na- 
ir Part of every particular Congregation. And 
they endeavour to ſupport it, by examining, the 
Texts of Scripture that were uſed to be then, 
and are now brought for the contrary Opi- 
non, and ſhewing how they were miſunder- 
ſtood, or miſapplied z and an additional 
Conſideration of the Miſchiefs and Inconve- 
fences of ſuch Congregational Elections: nor 
ad your Independents, when they came into 
Power, aboliſh Patronages, and reſtore the 
D People 
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People to their pretended Right to clus 
their own Paſtors, or indeed ſhew any gre 
Regard to their Deſires and Inclinations her. 
in. Some, in the Days of Independency, in. 
ſtead of being choſen by the Pariſhioners, wer 
inducted into their Livings by a Trop 9 
Horſe. After the Reſtoration, indeed, the Caf 
vas altered, The Church was, then, re. eſta. 
bliſhed, and the conformable Clergy put into 
Poſſeſſion of the Livings, And then preſent 
ly might be heard a loud and general Cr 
of all the Sects, your Preſbyterians, Sit, a 
'well as others, for the Divine Right of the 
People to deſert their Pariſh Miniſters, and 
to have . Paſtors of their own chuſing. And 
this Cry has been . hitherto continued, nor 
will, I dare ſay, ever ceaſe, unleſs they ſhould 
Have an Opportunity to ſeize again the pub. 
Jick Churches and Revenues. And then, the 
former Doctrine and Poſition, in all likelk 
hood, would be again taken up, that % E 
teflion of Miniſters does not belong, by Dion 
"Right, to the major Part of particular Cu 
gregations, Such great and ſudden Variations, 
you muſt needs, Sir, confeſs, have an Ap 

rance of ſetting. your Principles to. the 

imes, and State of Things, and give great 
Cauſe to ſuſpect, that you your ſelves have no 
mighty Notion, and are not half perſuaded 
of the Sacredneſs of the Right to chuſe your 
own Paſtors,” but that you maintain it, and 
bear it ſo high, becauſe it is convenient, (ul 
ted to your Circumſtances and Situations 


But this will appear more plainly, if we cob, 
F Iofradtions and Violations : 


ſider the manifet 
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It you are daily guilty of, and I am now 
„eng to lay before you. „ 

„ Wben any one of your Churches becomes 
« WY v:cant by the Death or Conformity of the Mi- 
br, or bis being called 4 4 better People, 
i: WY you, Sir, need not be told, the way is, ed 
„fit, as ſoon. as may be, to prevent the 


Diſperſion of the Flock, that is to ſiy, in C- 
ther Words, to prevent their chuſing, for their 
paſtor, the Miniſter of the Pariſh, or ſome 
other that is conformable, whom, during the 
Vacancy, they may have a Fancy to hear, 
and. happen to take a liking to. But then 


nd WY who are the Electors? In the lefſer Country 
or WY Congregations, where there ws. . be one 
114 WY eminently ſuperior to all the reſt, it will be 
12. Wy eafily believed, he has the Choice of the 


Paſtor left to him. Had not you, Sir, that 


el Compliment paid you? I fancy you had. Ih 
Ecler Congregations, two. or three, or half a 
in zen, we will ſay, leading Men and princi- 


p! Subſcribers” lay their Heads together, and 
pech upon one for their future Paſtor, the 
eſt, of courſe, acquleſcing in him. And ſo 
ele, in effect, and to all Purpoſes, are the 
Fatrons of the Benefice, or Preferment. In 
lnger and richer Congregations there is often 
| Competition, And who, in theſe Caſes, are 
de EleZors? In ſome Churches the Commu- 
Wants, while the mere Arditors,, who, it may 
*, are Nine in Ten, are excluded: And when 
ter Suffrages have been admitted, it has 
ken faid, none but 7he Men, nor all tbeſe in- 
z ol Weed, have any Concern in the Election. Their 
, their Sons, and their Dang bers, their 
| D 2 Man- 
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Man-Servants, and their Maid-Servants, hay 
had no Share in it. This, in my Opinio 
is a little hard upon that Part of the Cop 
gregation. But does the Word 'of God ly 
this Hardſhip upon them? Is the Election d 
Paſtors, by the Scripture-Rule limited to Con 
municants? Or, it not to bem, is it to th 
Males, the Houſholders, or Subſcribers * When 
do we read any thing like that ? — And u 
this Method of Election is not - preſcribed 9 
countenanced in God's Book, ſo neither is 1 
agreeable to your own Principles, as they ar 
taught and maintained in your own Books, Fi 
as they ſtand there, every one is to have i 
Choice of his Paſtor, who has a Soul to 
committed to his Charge. And have not 4% 
Souls, as well as their Huſbands, their H 
bers, or their Maſters? And as theſe are | 
far the greater Number, were they allow'd t 
have any Part in the Election, and to at 
freely in it, the Majority of Voices, tis pv 
ſible, might go another way. —— Well! de 
Election is now over; and how few can pre 
perly be ſaid to have a Paſtor of ther wm 
chuſing * The far greater Part of the Cal 
gregation, nine in ten, or nineteen in twen 
as the Caſe may happen, had no Share in 1 
and of thoſe who had, very nigh half, it mi 
be, have a Paſtor forced upon them by f 
reſt, one 2 whom they did 2 on! 

chuſe, but have been ſtruggling againſt, and d 
ing all they could to ts bet if ths 
ſhould be ſo untractable and ſelf-willed, a 
think of ſplitting the Congregation, in F 
vour of the Gen n they would have n 
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(which has been ſometimes done, and, as one 
would think, upon your Principles, not a 
Word could be ſaid againſt it) they ſhall be 
ſure to hear in both Ears of the Carnality of 
Religious Contention, and of the heinous Sin of 
cauſing Schiſms in the Church, and that they 
ought to be concluded by the Majority; which 
upon your Principles, pardon me, good Sir, 
is juſt ſuch Nonſence, as if it were ſaid, that 
if the major Part were to chuſe a Lawyer or 
Phyſician for the Congregation, the Minority 
ought to acquieſce in their Choice, and hold 
themſelves bound to make uſe of bim, and of 

no other. | | ; | 
But let all this paſs; and let us ſuppoſe. he 
was duly, that is to ſay, unanimouſly choſen, 
and that not only by thoſe that are common- 
ly eſteemed the rightful Electors, but by the 
whole Congregation that are of Age and Abi- 
lity to judge, in ſome reaſonable manner, 
whom they had beſt commit the Care of their 
Souls to. And we will ſuppoſe he lives a- 
mong them ( for that is a common Caſe) 
Twenty, Thirty, or Forty Years. But then, 
alas! One Generation cometh and another goeth 
away; and by this time, all his Electors, or 
very nigh all, may be in their Graves. What 
is it now that conſtitutes the Relation between 
lim and his preſent People; and makes him a 
Paſtor to them, more truly than the Pariſh 
Miniſter is to others that are conformable, and 
would be to them, if they would only pleaſe 
to go to Church, and duly attend on his Mi- 
niſtrations, He is, plainly, no Paſtor of 
lbeirs, for he is no Paſtor of their Galt. 
e 
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He might be a Paſtor to their Anceſtors, 6: 
to their Predeceſſors in their Farms, or 
Shops. But what is that to bem? Theſ 
have no more Right to impoſe a Paſtor upon 
all that come after them, than any Patron 
has to impoſe one upon the preſent Inhabi. 
tants of the Pariſh, In fine, there is no way 
4 can fee, confiſtently with your Principles, to 
make him related to them as their Paſtor, but 
his making once in a while a formal Ceſſion of 
'his Meeting, and being then, if ic ſhall ſo happen, 
replete into it. 
In the next Place, Sir, I can't underſtand, 
how the Conſtitution of a Church by an expl- 
cite Covenant (the Conſtitution of many of 
your Churches) is reconciled with the Right 
of the People to chuſe their Paſtors, as they 
do their Lawyers or Phyſicians. Perhaps, 
you will ſay, this is very ſtrange; for is 
not their Covenanting with their Paſtors to 
walk with them in all Chriſtian Ordinances, 
according to- God's Appointment, the very 
Uſe and Exerciſe of ſuch a Right? I agree 
to it. But then, Sir, I defire to know, is not 
this Covenant underſtood to be, ordinarily, 
for - Life? And do you chuſe your Lawyers 
or Phyficians' ſo? Do you chuſe 7hefe once for 
all; and bind your ſelves to them by a Cove. 
nant, in ſuch manner, that you can't leave 
them at ' pleaſure, and when you think you 
have Cauſe for it? When you have choſen your 
Paſtor, you may repent of it, and ſome- 
times, perhaps, have Reaſon good to do 
ſo. But your Choice is made; and you ar 
not at liberty to join your ſelves to _ 
14 unle 
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unleſs he, to whom you were joined before, 
ſhall releaſe you; And this plainly appears 
from a little Book, entitled, Heads. of © Agree- 
ment «/ſeured to by the United Miniſters in and 
abont London, formerly called Preſbyterian and 
Congregational, Where, Sir, be pleaſed to 
obſerve, they were formerly called Preſby- 
rerian and Congregational, but were not 
thenceforward to be called ſo, For theſe 
apo Sticks being made one, they were neither 
Preſbyterian, nor Congregational, but ſome- 
thing between both. But this only by the 
Way, Let us come to the Point we were 
upon. Say the united Miniſters, 4 Vifble 
Profeſſor joined to a pa rlicular Church ought to 
continue ſledfaſtly with the ſaid Church, and not 
forſake the Miniſtry and Ordinances here, diſpen- 
ſed, without an orderly ſecking a Recommendation 
unto ayother Church. And if he attempt to 
join himſelf, without ſuch Recommendation, 
to another, he ought not to be received. We 
meht not (ſay they) % admit any one to be a 
Member of our reſpective Congregations, that bas 
jrined himſelf to, another, without Endeavours ..of 
muual Satisfaction of the Congregations concerned. 
It is not meant, as you, Sir, perhaps, in the 
Rectitude and Simplicity of your Heart, 
may imagine, that a Profeſſor joined, or in 
Communion with his Pariſh Church ought 10 
continue ſtedfaſtly with the ſaid Church, and not 
forſake the Miniſtry and Ordinances there diſ- 


A Sermon ſo entitled, preach'd by Mr. Mead before 
ſhe united Miniſters on occaſion of their Union.. 


" penſed, 
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penjed, and that, if he offer to join himſelf to 
2 Diſſenting Congregation, he ought hot to 
be there admitted, unleſs the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh be content and fatisfied therewith, 
No, Sir; Mes periculo, I'Il be anſwerable fot 
them, that was none of their Meaning, Hi 
Pariſn Church he may leave, as he pleaſes, 
out of Will, or Humour, Levity, Inter, 
Diſtaſte, or any Motive whatever, and be 
readily received among them without aſking 
any - Queſtions, without bringing, or ſeeking 
a Recommendation from his Pariſh Miniſter, 
But when he has left his Pariſh' Church, and 
is once joined to any Diſſenting Congregation, 
then, Sir, but not before, it is a Sinful with- 
drawing, if he depart from that Congregation 
without” leave, or aſking leave, upon fuch 
Motives. And whatever his Motives are, be 
cannot be received into any other Church, 
without a fair Recommendation from his for- 
mer. They do indeed fay, Such  Recommen- 
dation ougbt to be given, when' the Caſe of the Pr. 
fon apparently requires it, But who is to be 
Judge (he and his Church, you may be ſur, 
and nobody elſe) of that Apparency; And he, 
for his Part, one may eaſily Fa poſe, is too 
much intereſted in the Greatneſs of his Con- 
gregation, to be over free of ſuch Favours 
If one removes his Habitation to any gat 
Diſtance, that is a Caſe that does aph⁰ 
require it, and his Paſtor as one would 1m 
gine, can't, for ſhame, refuſe to diſmiſs him, 
and ſend him away in Peace. And yet, pe- 
chance, even in ibi Caſe, it 2 
I 


63 AK. AM. <A>. 


= LEA A od FE . de tbe hr 


CavncnMith and Divan EEE. 25 
ticht, not to diſmiſs him in «Haſte; or, perhaps 
2 if there be thought ay al 50 
ſonable Exception to the Paſtor, or Congre- 
gation, he is now Betaking himſelf to. "Add I 
this Refuſal he is plamly conntenanced,” 1 n 
wully juſtified by Cb. 28. ef 7. Te 
Churches and the Order appointed it en 
Jets Chriſt,” where, after Uedlaring the 
Cuſts of any ones Departure, tis Kid 
a ſalting with the Cburcb, or the Offiter or Officer 
thereof, may eaceably depart n the Com- 
murion of the Cburcb, wberrtrith S bat wilted, 
„ join bimſelf with "ſome ' ot be? Church WI EAA 
fe MAY EngoY: The Or DINANCES 10 THE 
Puziry or Tür Sam. A plain Intima- 
tion, that in caſe it be apprehended he cat 
not enjoy there all the Ordinances in their 
Purity, his Diſmiſſion may be juſtly fefuſed. 
But as to the Plea of Diſtante of Habitation, if 
he till reſide in any Part of © Lopdon, or et- 
ziger, with their Sudtrbs, uad tie Borough, 
doubt it will hardy, in an) "Caſe, be Ad- 
nitted. For in all likelihood, it will be ſaid, 
he may ſtilt continue in the Communion 'of 
the Church Whereunto he was joined, as hun- 
des are known-to do from the moſt diſtitic 
Parts of thoſe Places, — See, Sir, now, What 
Difficulties a Man "may be brought into by 
this unſcripturul Mferbod, this” tray \Inveption' 
# a Church” Covehant; how" it deprives Him 
of his Right, if et to "Hſe! oel, Jer to 
lniſi his Paſtor,” when he” ſees Cauſe, and 
that under the Shew'of Liberty, it holds Rim Nr 
ul Bandage. 9 of $ic:192308 ' om 
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Sometimes, Sir, it happens that Gentlemen 
of your Perſuaſion are poſſeſſed of the Ad 
vowlons of Benefices appendant to their Ma 
nors, or Eſtates, How do they act, in the 


- Diſpoſal of them, on any . Vacancy? If the 


would a&t . conſcientiouſly, according to their 
Principles, they can do no other than leave 
the Matter to the Pariſh, - preſenting ſuch 
Clerk as the 'Pariſhioners . ſhall. chuſe, or n6- 
minate. But I have not heard of any Is 


7 


of this Proceeding. I ſuppoſe 
K o 


trons regarding private and perſonal Conſide- 
rations, more than the „ or (Which, 
at ſeaſt, we ought to expect from them) the 
Fancies and Inclinations of the People. I knoy 


not, Sir, whether you are a Patron,  hav- 


ing never been, as you may gueſs, mightily 
9 after thoſe . 1 But a N 
tion of yours as you very well know, has 
the alternate Right of Preſentation to the Re. 
ctory of P——, and when he diſpoſed of it 
the laſt time it fell into his Hands, he never 
conſulted, or minded the Pariſhioners" but pre- 
ſented a Gentleman after his own. liking 3 and 
you are not 1 t of the general Diſcontent 
of the Parifhioners, thereat, and how much, 
then, they regretted the loſs, of their late M- 
niſter. And from: the few: Inſtances I have 
pt to think, it would, u 


particular Enquiry, be, found, that fuch 


are generall 
2 9 their Pariſhioners, that 


Es But 
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But their moſt "ſcandalous Contravention to 
their own Principles is in the Choice of City 
Lecturers, where they are ſometimes ſeen as 
buſy 2s other People, collecting and multe- - 
ring their Forces in behalf of à Gentleman 
whom they know” not, nor ever intend 1d Þs 


. 
and care not a * Ft] and ſtriving by the 
weight of their Su gen, to turn the jon 
in bis Favour, and lhe force him” - 1 the 2 
fin, againſt the liking, as it may ! » C 
the he erat Part of his Auditors. Dis 1 
not very modeſt, no more than it would be in 
the Members of our Church to be ſeen throng- 
ing to a Meeting, to Vote in the Election of 
your Miniſters. But ſetting aſide the Immo- 
&ſty of the thing; it is ſuch an open, direct, 
immediate, bare-fated Contradiction to their 
wowed Principles, as Diſſenters, that one 
would think it can't but be perceived by the 
meaneſt, or moſt unattentive of them, and 
muſt be accompanied with the Condemnation” 
of their own Hearts. Their Miniſters teach 
them, and they, doubtleſs, believe, that che 
Alration of Men ſo much depends upon their 
liking of their Paſtor, that he ought to be of 
their own chuſing. Yet will they, if it be 
ſible, impoſe Paſtors upon dur People, 
quinft their Liking and Inclination, as if the 
meant to hinder their Salvation. I wiſh their 
Miniſters would be pleaſed to teach them bet-" 
ter, and admoniſh them not to intereſt them- 
Ives on theſe Occaſions, but to walk more 
daritably towards us, as well as act more ch. 
Weuly with . Permit me to tell 
boſe Gentlemen it would become them, and 
| E 2 | be 
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much for their Credit to do ſo. We. ſhoui! 
ſay, This, is ain bis is honeſt! ' This is ay 
# om! Bur it. inſtead of bis, they let. then 
e , if. not 1 them to ſlickle in theſe 
Airs, they ma 179 be thought, Nabe mare 
atxentive to their {tle Deſigns, and, Party. View, 
thay to their . ng mw if this Pre. 

tſes continues, I. am Opiniog, ic 
1 5 to a Law, a We Pfreven. 
oh «i king; fe Lvl A, Right ( APY a7: they hay) 
Pitt gland, aud no 
3 He But r A ina, 19, «chem. 
7 pl My F they — ke, copfeis 
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12 Gag * 1 the foregging hor 1s another 
| you 05 lor their, Separation 
(98 G ee this, Sir be ane of yours, Lam 


certain) | — Or, inances, and beller 
a EY ublick.. Worſhip; of gbe 
eſtab liſh'd Chu * the Inſtructiors there 


given, are not, it ſcems, ſo.,pure.and ſo ediſyings 
4 thoſe, they. "find at Meeting. And they, hold 
themſelyes not only 4. Fa Ms but . indeed 
band, to Nen the ureſt Ordinances, and to ft 
down under that e which they think 
they can mot 0. Or mol who leave the 
Communion o the. Church for the 1 
oh ay Religious. Account or Ptretence, (for you 
muſt, Sir, be ſenſible, ſome do it for ul, 
or out of Pique. a tles other Motive; 
equally corrupt) | ed, there 
rdly one in 8 "it, and will omn 
they do it, chieſy, it not 5 „upon this Ac 
count. They have no Scruples about bout the Lau- 
* of our ene at leaſt at 4. lle 


Time 
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of . their leaving us, whatever they may 
— - have afterwards, through the Induſtry: 
of their new Paſtors, and + the conſtant | Con- 
verlation of their ne Friends, who will, doubts 
leſs, omit ng Opportunity to ſow, and carefully 
cultirate, in their Minds, the ſame Scruples 
and Prejudices they themſtlves arei poſſeſſech 
wich. And; of thoſe WO have altas been im 
the diſſenting Way, L am convinced there are 
rot a few (divers there are, to my Knowledge) 
who will freely: own:14hey! have notbing ta ſay: 
gainſt tbe Church, but chat {tis any for better 
Teaching, that they do as they do, and continue 
in the Way they were put into. And they ap- 
preheng it is their Duty to de ſo. This is 
what they ſay, And) your Miniſters ſeem: td ap- 
proye and praiſe Ibeir Fay. They ſeem to be 
unanimous ig bis, that tis Right to ſeparate 
for greater Purity: q Morſhip ; and I don't per- 
cive they deny, but are willing”) enough to 
have it, thought, that tis alſo right to ſeparate 
for more edifying Preaching. Euihing, ſays 
'one of them, #5; geners!ly uſed - for Inftruftin 
ad Teaching; ande a Mun is edified, when be” 
improves in _ Spiritual Knowledges. in Faith, in 
Live, to God and Men. And ibis being (continues 
he, and, doubtleſs, agreeably to the Sentiments 
of the reſt) the, greateſt thing 4 Chriſtian bas 1 
lat after, be. is bound 10 1ſe ibaſe means be finds" 
+ conducive thertuna-. This is true or falſe, 
cording as it in laben. If it be taken to mean, 
lat a Chriſtian is Bund, in Love and Juſtice 


Remarks on Dr. Vhs Letter, xc. p. 34. 
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to his on Soul, to follow, and conſtantly 2d 


here to fuch Teacher, as he apprehends 19 


preach moſt 'Edifyingly, ſo far as he may, con. 


ſiſtently with the Peace and common Edifica. 
tion of the Church of God, and the Duty he 


owes to it, this I think may be admitted as 


true and inconteſtable: But if it be taken to 
mean, as it muſt mean to be pertinent to þis 
Purpoſe, that he is bound to adhere to ſuch 
Teacher for his own private Edification, and 
and to follow him beyond the Pale of the 
Church, and at the Expence of its Edification, 
Unity, and Peace, nothing can be falſer; and 
I may add, too, more ahfurd, becauſe it ſup 
poſes, that, by means of committing a Sia, 
and taining his Soul with Guilt, he is edified 
and 1mproved in Faith and Holineſs. And the 
Plea it contains for Separation is ſuch, as none 


would make who have any Notion of a Church, 


and of one Church, or the leaſt Senſe of any 
Obligation Chriſtians are under to preſerve the 
Unity thereof. 1 on 
We find, Sir, every now and then, your Mi 
niſters valuing themſelves for” being the Chil 
dren and Followers of the old Puritans. I wiſh 
to God that they were. We ſhould not then 
ſee them, as now we do, - juſtifying and en- 
couraging Separation, upon the ſole Account 
of leſs  defeftive Ways of Worſhip, and more e- 
difying Preaching. For ſo did not the old Pu- 
ritans. If they were really their Children, and 
Inheritors of their Principles, we ſhould have 
them daily, if not in our Pulpits, yet in our 
Churches, and their People following their 
Examples. And if there were any * 
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ly continuing in their Separation, we might 
to ſee e Unreaſonableneſs' of Separation, 
Separation felf- condemned, A friendly Trial of the 
Grunds of Separation, A grave and modeſt Con- 
futation of the Separatiſts, and the 'Arraignment 
£95 flowing from heir Pens, as well as 
thoſe of their pretended Anceſtors. ' To 

be plain, Sir, they miſtake their Family: It is 
not ſo good as they imagine. If they had 
ony Forefathers among #5, they muſt be the 
old Browniſts, not the Puritans, their great 
Adverſaries and ts. The Browniſts 
were real Separatiſts, but theſe nat, Therefore 
they are their Fathers; and I am ſorry to 
lay it, they even ſeem to have enerated 
from Them, in Point of Looſeneſs Princi- 
ple about Church-Communion. The Bmuw 
n ſeparated themſelves from the Church, be- 
cauſe, it ſeems, in their Opinions, it had not 
the Eſſence, and, as the Word is, tbe conflitu- 
ive Form of a Church. Give them a Church 
nghtly, in their Minds, formed and conſtitu- 
rd, and there is Reaſon to think they would 
not have ſeparated from it, merely om ſuch 
Accounts as we are now ſpeaking of. Will 
jou pleaſe, Sir, to hear what they ſay in 
their Apology N. 36. None are io ſeparate for 
Faults and Corruptions, which may and will fall 
us 4 Men, even in true conſtituted Church-/ 
* but by due Order to ſeek the Radreſt theres 
9. And if not for Faults. and Corruptions, 
then not, ſurely, for mere Defells nat | eſſential, 
1 for a greater Purity of | Adminiſtrations, and 
« till, I chink, for the Want of ie moſt er- 
We and edifying Preaching. 


It 
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It is not, Sir, very eaſy to underſtand (whit 
it is that your Friends, mean by 1% + difeftinn 
Ways of Worſhip, and purer Adminiſtrations that 
thoſe in the Church of England. As to De- 
ſects in our Worſhip, Have we dropp'd or 
mutilated any Ordinance of God? Have we 
not publick Prayers and Supplications to chin 
for all needful Things? Do we not celebrate 
his Praiſes? Do we not read publickly the Ho 
ly Scriptures? Is not his pure Word preach'd? 
And the Sacraments, are not they duly adm. 
niſtred among us? If any Goſpel- Ordinance be 
wanting, let them, or will you; Sir, be pfenſed 
to name it. — And as to Purity f Ordinance, 
I know not what it: ſhould be, or conſiſt in. 
beſides a Conformity 19 the Inſtilulion. And pray 
tell me, which ot the Ordinances, of the Gol. 
pel are here adm iniſtre d, in any ſuch manner 
uncon for mable to, and diſagreeing with the 
Inſtitution, as can, in the leaſt, binder* and 
obſtruct the Virtue and Efficacy thereof, Ido 
adeed ſuſpect you eſtimate! the Purity of Or- 
dinances and Churches, by the Pakcity ol 
Rites and Ceremonies received into them, and 
hold thoſe pureſt that have none at all. By 
which Rule, your Churches (if you have n0 
Ceremonies, which, perhaps, at ſome other 
Time I ſhall inquire into) muſt be eſteemed 
than the Apoſtolical, which had certain 
y ſome, ſuch as the Kiſs of Peace, uncbvirig 
the Heads & the Men in divine Offices, in lo. 
ken of the natural Superiority of that Sex, and 
weiling thoſe of - tht Women, in token of iber 
Subjetion and Subordination to' it. 
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Suppoling, however, ſome - Defefts not en- 
lia, ſomething wanting in our Church, that 
would be expedient and uſeful, or ſomethin 
i it, not ſo well ordered as could be wiſh 
| am very ſure that neither our bleſſed Savi- 
our, nor his Evangeliſts, or Apoſtles, Peter, 
Paul, James, or John, ever taught you, it was 
your Duty to renounce Communion with the 
Church on thoſe Accounts. St. Paul, particu- 
larly, when he had Occaſion, in his Epiſtles, 
to take Notice of ſome conſiderable Irregulari- 
ties and Abuſes which had crept into the Diſ- 
cipline and Worſhip of the Churches he writes 
to, gives no Injunction or Command, nor ſo 
much as drops the leaſt Intimation of its be- 
Ing the Duty of all who would be. accounted 
fichful, to ſer up ſeparate and 12. defefive 
Way: of Worſhip, and to form themſelves into 
diſtinct and oppoſite Communions upon that 
looting, Hence I think it is pretty plain, he 
tad no Thought of the great Duty of Separa- 
Im upon Account of greater Purity, or leſs de- 
fee Ways of Worſhip. Nor let it be ſaid, 
we. our ſelves own the Truth and Juſtneſs of 
this Principle, by our own ſeparating, for great- 
Purity of Worſhip, from the Church of Rome. 
Not, Sir, for greater Purity, properly ſpeak- 
ng, but for Purity abſolutely conſidered. The 
Worſhip of that Church is grofly idolatrous, 
dd, therefore, quite impure, and downright ſin- 


ful; and when ours comes to be fo, I will 


rely allow you to go out from it, and do 
lereby engage to go out of it too, myſelf, in 
company with you, | 


0 — 
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As to more ediſying Preaching, we are no 
ignorant what is zbeirs, and what ours is. Bu 
no more, Sir, of this confident Boaſting, I vil 
allow heirs to be as edifying as they plak, 
fince St. Paul does not allow that to be x 
good Plea, for your Separation. Let any one 
think otherwiſe, if he can, when he reads and 
conſiders theſe Words of his to the Carinthi 
an,, 1 Gr. iii. 4. While one faith, I am of Paul, 
and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not car- 
hal? Whe then tis Paul, and who is Apollo, 
5 Miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the 
ord gave to every Man, I bade planted, A. 
pollos, watered : but God gave the Increaſe, 5% 
ben, . neither is he that planteth any thing, na- 
ther he that watereth, but God that givah tht 
Increaſe. Here is a ſharp and ſevere Cenſure 
of their magnifying, and being puffed up for 
one Teacher againſt another, and thats, tho” he 
himſelf was one of the Parties ſo magniked, 
and tho*, too, there was no actual Separation 
of the other, with his Adherents, in poiat df 
Church Communion. And here we have, too, 
ſtrong Reafoning and convincing Argument 4 
gainſt it. Who am I, fays he in effect, or 
who that Apollos whom ſome of you. fo extol 
as if he had led you further, and given you 4 
deeper Inſight into the Myſteries of the Gab 

I, and edified yow more, than I have dont. 

e are but Servants and Inſtruments, by win 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel has been convey" 
to you, whoſe Gifts, being from God alone 
do not afford you the alt ground to atttt. 
bute any thing to your Teachers. 1 planted 
the Goſpel among you; Apollos came after, d 
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watered it. What then? Nothing from hence 
can be aſcribed to either of us. Neither he, 
nor I have any Power to make it take Root, 
and grow in your Hearts. Our Gifts, whe- 
ther great or ſmall, in this reſpe@ ate as ho- 
thing, but the Growth and Encreaſe is owing 
to God alone, and to his Blefling upon his 
Ordinance.” Is this talking aow like one who 
held it the Duty of every Chriſtian to follow, 
to it were into actual and open Schiſm, ſuch 
Teacher as he judges the excellent and 
edifying? No, Sir, he was far from inculcat- 
ng any ſuch Church-dividing, and Church- de- 
froying Principle; for ſuch it plainly is; and 
i it has been exceedingly hurtful to o Church, 
ſo, &er this, it would have ey confounded 
yur Churches, if your People had conftantly 
purſued, and acted, in all things in Conſiſt- 
acy with it, and your Miniſters had not ta- 
ken (of which more by and by) wiſe Meaſures 
ud prudent Precautions to prevent its opera- 
ing among you, in ſo deſtructive a manner. 
To make it appear, that your People are not 
Ine to this Principle, and act, in many Things, 
neonfiſtently with it, let it be remembred what 
ts, That every Chriſtian is bound to adbere 10 
lt way of Worfoip which is leaſt defettive, and 
that Teacher whom he judges moſt edifying, is 
Principle. Do they, now, follow this 
mciple in all Things? Few of them do, any 
der than while they have ſeparated them- 
tives from the Church of England, by the 
p of it, When that is done, they lay 
2 as uſeleſs, or as Dangerous in the 
* "IU ( 
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. 


* preſent, no where to be found, might it not 
be formed? Why ſhould not you, Sir, and (ud 
others as are ſenſible of Defects in your 0 
Churches, divide your ſelves from the reſt whe 
are fond of continuing them, and . gathering 
together from all Parts, if there are not enoig 
for the Purpoſe iſſuing out of each Congr 
gation, form your ſelves into a Church whid 
all be free from thoſe Defects at leaſt, if n 
from all other? And if all cannot agree in un 
one Form or Method of Divine Worſhip ti 
hall be thought without Defect, you may /il 
divide again and again, and all who are like min 
in every Thing make up a little Flock, to vo 
ſhip God in their own. Way. I know, it v1 
be ſaid, 4 This is quite Ridiculous and Abfur 
„This would be very Inconvenient, and ten 
„to endleſs Confuſion! This would be doi 
e like a certain New England Miniſter, 
„of whom the Story goes, that he could 
bear the Deſects of. their Worſhip iert, 1 
* therefore forſook it, turned a kind of Sat 
and at laſt could not find (good Man!) 
ny Church upon Earth purified enough | 
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« him to communicate withal.“ Well, chat 
Gentleman may be ridiculed; but, for all that, 
he was, I'll maintain it, a per feftly conſiſtent 
Proteſtant Diſſenter : He did but "at&t the" true 
practical Part of his own Principle 3 and his 
Brethren in od England muſt do the fame, or 
elſe renounce the Principle upon which the Church 
of England is forſaken. ' r 208k OC 
Thus, (for Example) in ſome of your 
Churches, the Miniſter / the Lord's Prayer ; 
in others, not: Moſt of you, *tis like, approve 
of Singing David's Pſalms, but "ſome may be 
poſſeſſed with II and think the Sefa- 
rian  Objeftions which Mr. Baxter ſpeaks of a- 
gainſt Singing them, of great Weight, at 
leaſt 'till they are Cbriſtianiʒed, in ſome ſuch way 
as is done by Dr. Watts, and made more ſuita- 
ble to the Goſpel- State: In ſome again, I ſup- 
poſe, they are ſung, the firſt Line only being 
rehearſed aloud, the Congregation going on, 
of themſelves, with the reſt; in others, it is 
repeated Line by Line. Now, conſidering 
that it is not the Harmony of your Sentiments 
and Principles about theſe Matters, but mere 
Proximity of © Habitation, eſpecially in the 
Country, that brings you together to the ſame 
Meeting, it wogls be very marvellous; if it 
ſhould fall out, that all, in every Place, whoſe 
Lot it is to have their Habitations in the ſame 
Pariſh or Neighbourhood, and who, therefore, 
aſſemble together, ſhould have the ſame Sen- 
uments concerning theſe Things. As you are 
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well known to think differently about them, 
one Part, a greater or a leſs, in every 
gation, may be fairly ſuppoſed to think, tha 
the repeating the Pſalm Line by Line is a Defe, 
as it interrupts and ſpoils the Harmony; ano- 
ther Part, particularly thoſe that have not 
Pſalm Books, or cannot Read, muſt ſurely 
think, the not repeating it ſo is more than 4 
Defet?, à real Corruption, as it keeps them from 
knowing what is ſung, and joining in it, and 
is, therefore, contrary to Edification. And 
as to the Lord's Prayer, one Part of the Con- 
gregation is likely to think, the Miniſters not 
uſing it, is a Slight and Diſreſpect to it, and the 
2 . it 2 r Forms of 
Prayer, tonds to quenching of the $i 
rit, 1 And yet We find, theſe Defects and 4 
ryptions notwithſtanding, you keep together, 
and have no Thought of ſeparating, and ſetting 
up 8 leſs defettive Way of Worſpipz which, w 
be true to your Principles, any Child can ſee 
vou ought to do. 4 
I There is as little Reaſon to believe that your 
Friends do, generally, follow what they think 
ibe moſt Excellent and Edifying Preaching, 1 
that they, generally, adhere to what they 
eſteem the leaſt defective Way of Worſhip. In 
the City, I gueſs, they are moſtly determined 
to embrace the Miniſtry of this or -tbat Gentle- 
man, by their Perſonal Knowledge of, Friend 
with, or Relation to him, ſome particular Virus 
and Intereſts, Nearneſs Habitation to bis 
Meeting, and other Conſiderations of the like 
Nature. And though, now and then, they 
may be diſpoſed to follow the — of 
ome 
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ſome other Miniſter of more Excellent Gifts, 
and admired Qualifications, yet they content 
themſelves to ſit down, ordinarily, under the 
Miniſtry of t beir own,” And, indeed, if it were 
otherwiſe, I am ready to think, there would be 
ſome half a Dozen, or ſuch a number of 
Meetings, where the People would be throng'd 
to Death, while the reſt would remain almoſt 
empty. Look into the Country, and there 
it will be plain, there are few or none but go to 
the neareſt and moſt convenient Meeting. But 
now, is it likely that all the Members of each 
Congregation, or the Bulk and Generality of 
them, do in their Conſciences think their on 
Paſtor more Edifying, than any they know elſe» 
where, It would be a mighty Chance, and 
indeed a Miracle, if it were ſo; No doubt of 
it, there will be in the Neighbourhood, in one 
Place or other,  whither they may reſort every 
Lord's Day, ſome other Miniſter, whom great 
numbers of them can't but confeſs to be more 
Edifying than he who is now their Paſtor, And 
it there be, they will be obliged, I think, by 
their Principle, of tbe Duty of following the moſt 
kifying Preacher, to reſort, ordinarily, to 
lin. Or if, in their Neighbourhood, there 
be none eſteemed better than their own, yet in 
n their Journeys any whither, or when they 
have had Occaſion to repair to the famous City 
London, they have chanced to find, among 
ibe learned Divines ibere, ſuch an one, in com- 
pariſon with whom their own Country Miniſter 
hall be, perhaps, eſteemed nobody, 1 don't, 
ke how they can be excuſed from removing their 
Habitations into the City, or near it, that they 

may 
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may have the Benefit of his Miniſtry, * This 
I own, may. be ſomewhat inconvenient and pre- 
judicial ro them, in their Worldly Concerns; 
but no matter for bat. It. is not fit that leaving 
a good Farm, or well accuſtomed Shop, ct 
forſaking either Brethren, or Siſters, or Father, 
or Mother, ſhould be put in Ballance againſt 
the Edification and Salvation of their Souls. And 
if, for their own private and particular Edifica: 
tion, they can diſpenſe with themſelves to di- 
turb the Peace of the Church, and teat it i 
Peices, I think they may well ſubmit to ſome 
Temporal Inconvenience, on the ſame good 
Account. 40643 Gi Ca-afk 
It was intimated before, that your Miniſters 
have taken ſome wiſe Meaſures and Precaulim 
to hinder the Operation of bis. Principle to their 
 own(hurt. This, Sir, is done by the Covenant 
before-mentioned, which your. Independants, 
or Congregational Men bring their People into, 
to receive them for their Paſtors, and to walk 
conſtantly with hem in Chriſtian Ordinances. | 
ſometimes wonder within myſelf, that their 
People, who have ſo deeply imbibed this No- 
tion, that their Salvation ſo much depends upon 
their having the moſt Edifying Teaching, ſhould 
be ſo unreflefting and inconſiderate, as-to-ſut- 
fer themſelves to be drawn into any Engage 
ments of this Sort, and to pin themſelves 
down, perhaps for Life, to the Miniſtry of any 
one whatever. They ſhould: have conſidered, 
there is a good deal of Delicacy and Faſtidioune) 
in their Taſte of Preaching; and, therefore, that 
they could not be ſure, that, he firſt Reliſb being 
over, he will appear  to-- /bem as Edifying . 
Nen 
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he does mw 3 or, however, that thete is, in 
molt, ſuch a Fickleneſs and Inclination to 
change, that they cannot be certain they ſhall 
like any, very long. And if they were ſure 
they ſhould always like him as well as they do 
at preſent; they cannot be ſure, but ſomè other 
Miniſter may be found, ot come into the 
Countty, before long, whom they may like 
till better, and think more Edifying than 50, 
and that they may then have u their Spirits 
2 ſtrong Impulſe, and irrefiftible Incitation 
to put themſelves under his Miniſtry, when 
they can't do it. They may humbly” pray tb 
be diſmiſſed; averring and proteſting, they have 
found a Gentleman by whom they . can” profit 
more, as poſſibly they may twenty, one after 
another; for; as: Mr. Baxter obſerves, there 
may be twenty Minifters, one abler than anoiber is 
their ſeveral Degrees” to ſay nothing of the Hin» 
mur and Caprices of men, which will make 
the Difference between them. appear: ſtill 
greater. I ſay, they may pray and plead for 
Diſmiſſon, but their Plea is not like to be ad- 
mitted, They wül, bly, be told, it is 
not allowed to be goody in the Churches; and 
be refer d for this to She © Inſtitution and the Or- 
erf appointed in tbem by Jeſus Chriſt, where 
dect. 28. they will read thus, Peaom that 
r joined in Church Fellowſhip onght not"liphely, 
tr without jau Caigſe, to mit hurau ibemſelves from 
the Communion of ie Church, ber eum # 


42 A. ſecond Leiter concerning the Lives of 


Cauſes for withdrawing, - allowed to be ſuch n 
their Churches, are thus enumerated. - Neverthe. 
le, "where any Perſon cannot continue in 
Church without his Sin, either for want of 
Adminiſtration of any Ordinance inſtituted h 
-Chriſt, or 'by bis being deprived of his due Pn. 
vileges, or compelled to any thing in Practice mt 
warranted iy ibe Word, or in Caſe of Penta 
tion, or upon | the Account of Cortveniency of Hah 
tation, be, conſulting with | the Cburch or the 
Officer or Officers thereof, may peaceably' depart, 
| Here: Sir, you ſee, and they doubtleſs, wil 
be bid to obſerve, is not a Syllable concerning 
departing, or being diſmiſſed, better Ed. 
Neation. And as that is a Caſe more likely 
to happen, and which, doubtleſs, does happen 
ten times oftener than any of thoſe that are men- 
tioned, we may be ſure it would have been 
mentioned, and the ſame + Indulgence of a 
ble Departure would have been allowed 
this as in the other Caſes,” if the Reaſon for 
it had been eſteemed” ſufficient. ,; And then, in 
order to terrify them, they will, without Quel- 
tion, be put in Mind of the Covenant of God, 
which they entred into before him, and his Ho 
Angels, and is recorded on high, to accept their 
ent Paſtors, and to walk with -_ bs 

ion to Chriſi*'s Appointment, and what 4 
— would be, if, — own Fancy, Wil, 
or Humour, they ſhould break their Bond, and 
and leave their Place, But to make them eaſy, 
they will, probably, be told, in - Concluſion, 
and earneſtly deſired to conſider, that the he. 
nefit of Sermons. does not ſolely, or chief, 
depend upon the Gifts and Accomplilhment 
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of the Preacher, but on the good Diſpoſitiont 
of the Hearers, and the Bleſſing of God, that, 
under the Miniſtry of their prefent Paſtors, no- 
thing is wanting that is requiſite to bring them 
to Salvation, and if they believe that,” they may 
and ought to be content, in Conſideration of 
the Peace and Quiet, which all good Chriſtians 
ought to ſeek, and have a tender Regard to, 
and indeed, to the very being of the Churches, 
which muſt be diſſolved and broken in Peices, 
if all were to follow their Examples, and eve 
Man to run from Miniſter to Miniſter, Ch 
to Church, to find out, or under Pretext of 
having found out, better Means of Edifica- 
tion. This Doctrine is very likely to be de- 
livered, and earneſtly inculcated, on ſuch” Oc- 
caſions; and, if it were rightly applied, is true, 
however unſeemly it may appear in the Mouth 
of a Diſſenting Miniſter, who has been, per- 
chance; at proper. Times and Places, continu- 
ally countenancing and encouraging, if not 
openly teaching, a quite contrary one, and 
owes, it may be, no inconſiderable Part of his 
U and Income to the Impreſſions made 

it. | | 
However, ſuppoſe the general Plea of bet- 
ter Edification ſhould be allowed good; there 
may, yet, be Reaſon for not admitting it in any 
particular Caſe that may 9 Let it be re- 
membered, as was obſerved above, that any 
Church- member is to be peaceably diſmiſſed, 
when the Caſe of the Perſon apparently requires 
4; and put, then, the Caſe, that the Queſtion 
u, whether a Member of Dr. Guiſe's Congre- 
gation (for Example) ſhall be allowed to de- 
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| for better Edification, to Mr. Chand 
„ or, vice, verſa, one of Mr. Cbandlers tg 
Dr, Guis. Now it may nat be apparent to 
either of thoſe Miniſters, as it is to be before 
he is diſmiſſed, that this Perſon; can edify bet. 
ter under the Miniſtry of the other, Dr, 
Guiſe may think it even impeſible he ſhould 
ofit- more - under Mr, | Chandler's, and Mr, 
Cbandler think it equally impoſſible be ſhould 
be better ediſſe and iuſtructed under Dr. Guiſe's 
Miniſtry, apd bis Manner of. Preaching Chrift, 
than his own, This Suppoſition will har 
be thought unreaſonable by any one, into wh 
Hands the Books of theſe two Gentlemen a 
gainſt each other concerning : tbe. true Manus 
of Prracbhing Chriſt ſhall happen to fall. And 
what is ſuppoſed of theſe two, may be as 
well ſuppoſed of any other two, who may ad- 
here as obſtinately. to their reſpective Notions, 
and be as much divided in their Opinions 
and Sentiments about the Subject of this Con- 
troverſy, as they were. And. then if either 
cannot, or will nat be ſatisſied, that amy of 
their People may be better edified- by the o- 
ther, they muſt be content, for what I can 
ſce, to keep to their preſent Paſtor, recon- 
cile themſelves to him, and make the beſt Uſe 
they can of ſuch Inſtructions as he is able to 
give them. Wr r 
IL will put an End to this tedious Argu- 
gument, with briefly relating an Affair 
ing the Subject we are now. upon, between 2 
late Diſſenting Miniſter, and one of the Mem- 
bers of his Congregation. And though the 
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been many Vears in Print, and both Parties 
ire now, in all Probability, dead and gone, 
I may do it without dilpleaſing. The 
eatleman, Sir, was Dr. illiams, he, who 
by " bi Writings ' againſt the pernicious Prin- 
ples | of the Antinomians, which with great 
iolence and Impetuoſity were OT; in 2 
n your Churches, reclaimed many, and 
xd to himſelf thereby much Credic, which, 
hoogh it may ſeem a Deviation from the 
Mutter in hand to mention, I was willing to 
* that it may appear to you, 1 
$ dif] dend. W give" ie their Due, 
ready to Fare whatever Service 
wort render to the Church of God. The 
iy was a Widow, Who had been ſolemnly 
ined to his Congregation by this Covenant 
1 * ſome Account or other, no matter 
ut, became weary of his Miniſtry, and had 
great Defire to join  herfelF . Mr. 'Show- 
—— And by ſome Expreſſions 
* Letter to her, ſuch as| hey grioving Bis 
, deſpiſing ber Paſtor, and 2 bis 
6, it ſhould ſeem her 
1 or under the Pretence of — 
im. But was this allowed a fafficient 
Fund for her ? Far from it. he 
hre to be ſight, ar ef as Chriſt bas 10 
re allowed, ſuch as no ſober — ever 
s bis Paſtor upon, and hr. co 
awe in, upon @ adds, or 8 or 
= He calls it her Sin, which 
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and that he was ſure, were. be to give Mui i 
ber Separation, none would admit ber | to i 
Laru', Table, till ſos could prove ber Rey: 
valid. All the Uſe I am to make of thi 
Narrative is only to ſhew, by a remarkabk 
Example, that the Plea: of more edifying Tea. 
ing for Separation is not accounted 

your on Miniſters among themſelves; unlek | 
Would further remark their Partiality (fr! 
am loth to call it by any worſe Name) vba 
a Departure from one of their Churches to u. 
other, tho' it be for better Edification, l 
made fo. mighty a Matter, and ſo terrible 4 
Sin, while a Departure from the eſtabliſhed 
Church to any one of their Churches is rec 
koned none at all, but rather indeed à Matte 
of ſecret Joy and Exultation, even tho, u 
it be notoriouſly known, that ſuch a Depar 
ture was made for ſome worldly Intereſt, 
from Pigue and Diſtaſte, or only from Will ut 
HWantonneſs, — I go on no to ſome- othe 
Points in Difference between us. 
In all the Writings, as well as Con 
tions, of your Friends, Sir, there is à mig 
Cry againſt the /mpoſitions . of the Church, 4 
they love to call them. Great is the Ma 
of Sounds and Words; and they are very i 
ſible of this, as plainly appears by the Tem 
which they conſtantly affect to uſe to dene 
ſuch Things in the Church as they are pi 
ſed to diſſike. I omit all the reſt, with wi 
1 fancy 1 could fill a Page, and keep | 
that I have juſt now mentioned, to wit, 
cigſtaſtical Impoſitions. Theſe Impaſitians are 0! 
ly the Laus, Injunctious, ar Conffitutions, when 
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by the Morſeip and Diſcipline of our Church 
are regulated. And why then do we not hear 
2s much of the Miſchief of bee, as we do of 
the Miſchief of Impaſitiunn ; Why, the Reaſon 
s plain. | Thoſe Words have no d idea a 
ix'd to them; and People would wonder 
where is the mighty Miſchief of Laws,  Confti- 
tutions, and .. ImjuniFions ; very harmleſs things, 
they would think, and what may — 


ful and expedient, if the Governors 


Church have. but Senſe enough to judge of 
Expediency. and Uſefulneſs. ' But Impaſitionts is a 
Term of ill Saund, aud has an abborred Idea 
connected with it. And this is plainly the 
Reaſon. that tis rung fo. continually in our 
Ears. And yet, after all, theſe miſchievous Im- 
tin ſeem to be common to all Churches: 
nor can I frame to myſelf any Notion of a 
armed regular Society of Chriſtians, or of a 
wrihipping Aſſembly, without Impoſuions of 
de kind or other. And, ſurely, 9ou, Sir. 
ave yours, as well as the Church bers, as yon 
tall plainly ſee by what follo'-ẽõſ‚ .).. 
It ſeems as if Law, or Canon, or an Injus- 
dun from thoſe in Authority, ſome way or o- 
lier ſignified, always enters into, and makes 
birt a Difſenter's Idea of an Impoſitian 3 "as 
it were impoſſible there could be any 
k thing, where any Practice or Uſage 1s 
x: bound upon Miniſter, or People, one of 
tele ways. But, ſurely, this is wrong, and 
dere may be an Jmpofition, at leaſt upon the 
teople, by the mere Mill and Pleaſure of the 
dciating Miniſter. And to make this plain 
the meaneſt eee 
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the whole Conſtitution of the Charch of | 
lan vus diſſol ved, that the Clergy were 1. 
leaſed ſrom all Obligation to uſe the Comny 
ret, and at ful! Liberty to modiff th 
public Worſhip; each in Ris on 
tion, as he ſhould ting fit, but that thy, 
nevertheleſs, were ſtill of the Mind w 
che Book of Common Praper with all "the 
iet und Ceremonies thereof, . juſt in the um 
ner they nom do, I would now aſk you, Si, 
whether, in ſuch a Caſe, our Impoflioms, tal 
your ints of them wauld be at an dd, 
and cenſe. I am ſure y would fay;" 10 
and” that vou of the Laity had, nom, ' as much 
Reaſon fot- Compla int, as you hat br/ore; that 
indeed the Clergy were eaſed of all Impoſuiom 

being leſt at Liberty to order the publick 
Worſhip their own Way, yet the old Ia. 
nr were Kill. ie if not y Lau, ye, 
equal NMaruſbip, by the mere i ol the 


ys, upon the People, every Rite aud Cut. 
— 9 Liturgy 


ing, ww, to _ a 
Term of Commumon, as! much as ever, c 
ding all um Chriſt is ready 10 rein. yo 
* Communion, unit/s they' ſubmit 10 it. 8 
the Caſe, as it evidently is, tis plain) thi 
Law and Aut bority are not in the Min, 
have any thing to do in the Definition” * 
| — and, conſequently, that . there # 
be rea! Inipofitions, where no Authority: inlotdt 
them, but only the Vu and Practice of the 
Miniſters binds chem upon the People. 
if ſo, there may be, Sir, in your ſepara 
bie egations, IAnpaſi Hnpa/tion;) a8 walt'as in the BÞ 
Church, — We will * if you 1 
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in ſome Particulars, whether, as there may be, 
ſo there are not actually ſuch. 
| The Impoſition of ſet Forms of Prayer is one 
of the moſt grievous. you complain of; when 
yet, at Bottom, you. are not ſuch Enemies to 
it, as you ſeem to be. You know, the Direfory 
was of your own impoſing, and was impoſed 
wo, with much greater Rigour, than the Com- 
non Prayer, as may be ſeen in ſome of the Or- 
dinances of Parliament for putting it in Execu- 
tion. What Authority it has now among you, 
you beſt know. Lou hold it not, I ſuppoſe, 
at this time an obliging Rule; but you ſeem, 
generally, to eſteem it a very good, one, and, I 
gueſs, are pretty much guided and directed by it. 
And we are told by Dr. Calamy, in his Brief and 
true Account of Proteſtant Diſſenters in England 
to his Divine in Germany, that the Examination 
and Ordination of Miniſters, . in particular, 
8 managed according to the Rules laid down 
n it. Now the Directory is really a kind of a 
firm of Prayer. For it not only -direts Mi- 
niſters how they ſhall act and behave in all 
the Parts and Offices of publick Worſhip, 
but alſo ſuggeſts to them the very Matter 
ad Subſtance of their Prayers and Exhor- 
ations, on. every Occaſion, as- well -as fur- 
ſhes and puts into their Mouths juſt and 
lutable Expreſſions, - And fain, Sir, would 
| ſee a Reaſon, . why the eſtabliſhing of /hat 
hould not be eſteemed as much an [mpo/ivien, 
u the injoining the uſe of the Common Prayer 
K. SY 


After the Reſtoration during the Memo- 
able Savoy Conference, Mr. Basler, that ready 
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Writer, compiled, in a few Weeks, à wh 
Liturgy, and with the other 'Commilſionen 
on that ſide, preſented an bumble- Petition (or 
ſo,” belike, it was called) that it might be w. 


evived and ed, inſtead of the we 
' have. And thoſe who be oe 
know the Minds of the ejected Miniſters per. 
fectly well, ſeem not to „ but, in Caſe 


it had been impoſed, moſt of them would 
have ſubmitted to the Impoſition, and taken 
to it very kindly. — See now, Sir, what their 
Pretences of Morne their Teſtimony againſt ul 
Tmpofitions are come to! And ſaid not I true, 
that they were not, in their Hearts, ſuch 
determined and irreconcileable Enemies to the 
Tmpoſition of ſer Forms of Prayer, as, ome: 
times, they would appear to be? Let but 7 
Form be of their own Devifing, and t by 0 
think it mighty Reaſonable the People 
ſubmit to it. 
But, indeed, praying — he! : 
be is really im a Form rayer upon 
8 Per fh ſuch a Prayer is really 
pr Pcs. gh. yer as much as the Commun 
Prayer would be, the firſt time they ſhould be 
— — at it. And if They conſider the Thing, 
they will eafily perceive,” it is as much 2 
Form the rt Time as it will be ever after. Tit 
2 Difference is, the firſt Time it is a New Form, 
and, afterwards, an Old. An'extemporary Praye' 
"1 ſay, is not impoſed upon the Miniſters. 
hat then? *Tis impoſed by the Miniſters; 
and that's worſe. Though, after all, I dont 
ſee how it can be otherwiſe,” but that the Fro 
ple muſt have a Form. impoſed . 
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ſomebody, unleſs they could all, agree about 2 
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Form among themſelves, either once for. all, 


every time they meet together, and then l. 
yer it to the Miniſter, to be, by him, pre- 
ſented unto God. But then, do we not ſee, 
that, in. this Caſe, . 4bey would impoſe... it upon 
bin? When all is done, tis . impoſſible, in 
the Nature of Things, but that, in all public 
and ſocial Prayer, a fet Form, muſt. be impo- 
ſed by, and «por, ſome or other, With: ws, 
indeed, it is impoſed 2 Minſter, and 
Daple; with you upon the People only and 
the Miniſters, the great Complainants of our 
[mpoſitions, - are, themſelves, .. the Impoſers. 
And while we have one conſtant and unvaried 
Form impoſed, , which we can conſider and 
ezine, and before we offer it up to God, 
approve of, which makes it, in ſome Senſe our 
enn, 509 have a thouſand Forms impaſed upon 
you,, a new one, if it be really new, and your 
Miniſters do not cheat you every time you go 
ume to examine, but muſt join in, let it be 
vhat. it will, fitting or unfitting, the Moment 
idee of bub wag | OFT WI 

lam aware, Sir, t ; a among yau 
i debalf of free Prayer, as. you. call it, that it 
tcures Attention and Devotion, while. Forms of 
Puyer produce. Indifferency,, Caldnels and Fer- 
ality of Spirit. Rut I am not of;your Mind in 
Acud to either, If by Attention you mean a 
dale Application of the Mind to the Matter, or 
be Language of the Prayer, for Example, cap- 
uſing, examining, exercigng the Judgment ahout 


be ficocls of it, watching Jon SHR SHE LP» 
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'g2 A ſetond Letter concerning the Lives of 
rious Expreſſion, ſtriving to retain and lay then 
up in your Memories, that you may 'afterward 
review, or, perhaps, uſe them, bis ſert of 
Attention I would not have ſecured, becauſe 
it is evidently” a Hinderance to another Sort o 
"Attention which alone one would deſire t 
ſecure, to u, a cloſe Application of 'th 
Mind 10 praying. For while the entire Atten- 
tion of the Mind is taken up, and the whole 
Force of it ſpent and waſted in theſe curiow 
Diſquifitions, Enquiries and Speculations cos 
cerning the Matter or Phraſcology of the 
Prayer, there will be no room for any fuck 
Act or Operation of it as praying is, 10 
Poſſibility of ſpeaking the Prayer to God, of 
Perſonally offering up to, and preſenting be- 
fore him the ſeveral Requeſts and Supplications 
of it. And as to Devotion, that is neither 
promoted by all free Prayer, nor hindred 9 
Forms. You muſt be ſenſible, Sir, and! 
think you muſt know from your o Expe- 
1 there are ſome free «Prayers which wil 
"cauſe an Indifferency and Coldneſs” of Spin 
if nothing worſe, at 5 hearing. And 
can aſſure you, if you know it not already 
"there are ſome Forms, which one may uſe wich 
"out Tndifferency and Cle, and indeed with 
' lively "Emation of Spirit all ones Tife long." | 
the AA Church, and thereon 
in ours,” which are moſtiy antient, there 
Strength, an Energy, a Savour, an Union 
1 know not what to call it, not to be found " 
the Compoſition of modern Prayers, not cite 
© thoſe (begging the Pardon of the __ 
Which are premeditated, and drawn up 10 


P G 


* CuUuRCHMEN and DissxN TIER. 53 
me., 8 pen leſs of others that 
unpr itated and extemporary. For 
5 the Te Deum of St. Ambroſe, which 
we, you know, have received; into our Litur- 
g. For my on Fart, I am not yet, after 
more than the thouſandth time of uſing it. 
tired with it; and now, when I rehearſe ic 
in the Church, 'am- otherwiſe elevated and af- 
fected with the! noble Simplicity thereof, than 
Im fully W ſhould be by the 
moſt trim, polite, or ſpirited Orations of 
your popular and Almired Miniſters, and much 
leſs by the flatter” or coarſer ones of, many o- 
tbers. I may alſo inſtance in divers other 
Parts of our dali Service and in the whole of 
the Communion Office, which ſome of your- 
ſelves have allow'd to be admirable, and 1 
will venture to ſay none can uſe, though he 
had: uſed it before ever fo often, with any For- 
mality or Deadneſs of Spirit, unleſs he has 
2 Heart ſo frozen, — utterly — 
from all Devotion, he to be incapable of 
bring Narr up to it 3 any man r 
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1 it were, Sir, in the BL at; ry . 
as ſuch, to cauſe a! Coldneſs and Indifferency 
in the: Uſe of it, al Forms, thoſe of Divine 
1 well as of Human Compoſition, and there- 
fore the Lord's Prayer, would have that Ef- 
ect. But will yeu preſume to fix that Impu- 
tation upon it? Or do you find, by. your on 
Experience, it is liable to, and deſerves it? 
When your Miniſters uſe that Prayer, con- 
cluding their own with it (as "fame, of them 
do) do you N your Attention begin to 
en, 
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Naaten, your Devotion to abate, and 
to creep upon you, as ſoon. as he enters ups 
ir? 1 hope not. F*Or do you think you cdu 
2 read, or hear, or uſe, other Scriptun] 
and Confeſſions of Sin, ſuch as that 
of Daniel for his own Sin, and the Sin of. hi 
Pevple, with the ſame Attention and Devin 
you” onct could, when you had not read dr 
heard it ſo often, as you now have? And whe 
other — 5 read they an Meetingy, 
as mes, p are, are 
n 
Devotien, by Neue or N for your 
having been converſant therein | from your 
Teuth, and now become familiarly acquainted 
with them! Or are thoſe Portions of Scripture 
with which you are lefs acquainted more 1. 
garded, and reverently heard, and apt to 


im- 
Ta and affect you more, chan ſuch Parts of 
; as 


are intimately and thoroughly known, to 
yaw?” And do you alſo find yourſelf, of ar 
b 4 Comtrecutions generally obſerved to be 

fer vent and 1 at the Prayers, than 
at the Pſalmody of the Church? 1 fancy, Sr, 
you will 'own, there is as great an Appearance 
'of Devotion in this, as in that Part of ;your 
Ty notwithſtanding this is carried ,0n 

ly," afe, des «= Reo roy 
| 9 y; ate, *before- 
And 1 your Miniſter” found 97 thought 
otherwiſe, "ſurely" they would A as they 
eaſuy might,” agairiſt chat Meet It 
mile 6 be done, by making a vaſt Col- 
leckion of Palms and Ryan, which 


"Wn in heir own keeping, and giving * 
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out to be ſung every Lord's Day, or every 
time of your aſſembling, taking care, however, 
that no one of them ſhould come over again 
oftner than once in ſome Years, when g may 
be preſumed to be quite forgotten, and appear 
to the Congregation as new, as if it had been 
conceived that Morning. But as your Mi- 
niſters ſeem to have no thought of uſing chis, 
or any other Expedient for preventing Indi- 
ferency and Formality in Singing, it may be 
fairly concluded they are not aware of any ſuch. 
Danger, and have, no Apprehenſion that tbe- 
continual treading one conſtant Road of Senten«' 
2, or track of - Expreſſions has, in Pſalmody. 
any conſiderable Aptneſs o make your Spirits. 
all and flat, JING and indifferent in your De- 
ein, And if they think it has nat, in Pfad. 
nody, I can ſee no reaſon why they ſhould: 
think it has, in Prayer, Then again, I per- 
ceive they have no 1 Exception to pre». 
compoſed Forms in ſecret, or Family Devotion, 
tor yet in Prayer, or Grace, as we call it, 
before or after Meat, but do, themſelves, I 
preſume, when they fit down to eat, generally. 
iſle one and the fame Form, or with little 
Variation of Expreſſion, ' 
}ſible, that Prayer and 
teſe Occaſions, is much apter 
formality, and to be perfarm'd with a Slight«; 
nels and Indifferency of Spirit, than on any 
ocher whatſoever. - And this mighty 
miinſt Forms, in behalf of free conceived. 
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56 A ſecond Letter concerning the Lives r 
and Lukewarmneſs, would make one think, 
or, at leaſt, ſuſpect, it is not ſo much {| 
increaſing the Devotion as the numbers of thei 
People for making a diſplay of their Gift, 
and fo drawing Diſciples after the. 
Nor does it appear to me there is mor 
Reaſon in that other Pretence, that the ſeve- 
ral Diſpenſations of God's Providence, the 1. 
rious Changes and Alterations in the Aﬀain 
of a Nation, or of a Peron, requiring ſuits 
ble Petitions and Acknowledgments, cannot be 
well provided for in preſcribed Compoſition; WW 
but only in free Prayer. For theſe may I: 
eaſily foreknown, and proper Prayers or Thankl 
givings provided for them, as is done, tols 
rably well, in our Liturgyz and in extraord- 
nary Conjunctures, ſpecial Forms may be com- 
poſed on purpoſe, as is alſo done, occaſions 
ally, as you very well know, by the Archbi⸗ 
ſhops and Biſhops of our Church. And as 0 
particular Perſons, their Infirmities and Sor 
rows, whether of Mind or Body, and thei 
|= pa Acknowledgments: of Relief and Com- 
fort received under each of them may. be. fu 
ted by proper Forms, or remembred undet 
large and general Expreſſions. Tou think, ! 
ſuppoſe, this is not enough, but that the Fit 
ticularities of each one's Caſe ſhould be t. 
preſented, .diſplay'd, and ſpread before G0%, 
and the Congregation. . But, Sir, there's 10 
Occaſion for it; and ſometimes when it be. 
been done, it had been much better let . 
lone. Stories go about of ſpecial; Caſes bal. 
ing been particularized and explicated in ſuc 
à manner, as has been juſtly eſteem'd ron 
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endued* with” venly 7 12 5 her 
cih Ulle Happine o, and come r to tþ 
*Kingdom of Cod: For the Hy i GEE 
am that um their atibiis may be 
well o pered a8 Hrected 10 the Aenne 
Gu, Glory, and the Welfare of the” Kingdm, 
tor all- in Aucherity, that th may 1 
Power 5 18 8 to ther 4 1 * the . 
WP" v 7% # mdifferently an partially, 
754 he intenance of Virtue* and true Re 
1 — the Church iniverſat; 
od that he would rule and fr it in th 


| FJ dy, and continually inſpire it with th 
er Both: . Thuth® and Cai 4, and that il 

o name the Name of Chriſt may age. 
be Tyutb re Hf holy Word," afl tive together n 
holy Love and godly Uu: For the g 
und all che Clergy, chat God would 
y V pon him his Gruce and Bl fp" 
— them with trur Knowledge, that in 1 te 
' Dvfirin® bis trut and lively Word” ma 1 

and exhibited, accordingly, in if on 
Converſutions. We y that all the "Crgk 
and Subtletics both of wicked Men and Devil 
ainſt the Church of God, may be "diſperſed ad 
bt 4 noug kr, that,” being burt by no Pen 
— we may be evermore at liberty to fe 
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Uim in it. We intercede with God that be 
— have Mercy upon all Men that he would 
cep 


and preſerve all who * Ae. expoſed to 
Danger whether by Land or Water, "the We 
man labvuring *with' Child, "the Sick, the Pri 
ner, the" \Caphtve}: the Orphan, and the Widen, 
and that he would ſuccour all under their fe- 
veral — Deſolations and banc” 
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ay uy, e IP ow e 
would forgive 7 eur 
um their Heart from it, for 
thoſe. who ſtand. and manfully reſiſt = 
25. the Craft, 75 b Tear 52 th 
vil, that the yet more 
for the we a og fle, e g 2 
have been ſometimes are, growing 
faint with the Ng chat, — may 17 2 
ned and ſupported; and for the actualy 
ln, that they may be raiſed; d ng 
is tread down, Satan Moe our Feet. 
too, our Supplications in behalf of W W 
have wilfully Fg 805 erred, and the 
alſo, Sir, w with ©, Jap 
your own, 2 * been de dere, at. dae would 
ge them Repentance to the wiedg: 
1 of the hb and 9 E. r e 
Way of it. Ia regard to Temperal:,, 
pray, as we are taught to Jo, far, 5 45 
Nad, for the Preſervation of. the. Fraits e 
2 that in due Time aer 725 enen 
We pray, that we may be defended in 00 th 
Aſoults of our Enemies, that we may not zun, 
n the Day, into any kind . of Danger, and be 
delivered from the. Perils, of. the Nigtt ; and 
lat we may alſo be delivered” from all . 
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Conſpira, acy, and Rebellion, and r nee 
2 i Calamities of Peftjlence and Famine,.. © tar 
und Murder, with Which God aften valits, a 


faful People, and which we have too, righte- 
ully deſerved. In reference to Spirityals,,.. We 
ever aſſemble. without making an humble 
Confeſſion of all our Sins, thoſe of Omiſſion 1 
1 2 wel! 


S e re 


- — 
* — 


. CHURCHMEN. and DiSSENTERS,. Gy 
the * 
ceite it wüb pure 4 


aud bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. Nar 
do . fail to bleſs. and . for 
ur Creation, Preſervation, all the, Bleſ- 
ſings of this Life, for \ the Redemption of the 
2 by our Lord Jeſus Chtiſt, for tbe Means 

Grace, and © for the Hopes of Cl. 

heſe Things, which I have thrown together 
with little Order and Connexion, omitting ma- 
fy others which it would have Wi moſt 
endleſs to recount, you will grant, A 
to de fit matter for the common Prayers ang 
applications of the Church 3 and I now, Sir. 
put it to you, if rau haye ever ſound ſo 
great a Variety of Matter in any one of your 
ordinary Prayerg. I doubt, ſome half à do- 
zen, or very few mare, of theſe F . 
ſet off with a Multiplicity of Words, and, 
perhaps ſome -» Repetitions, will be ſufficient 

tter for one of your Prayers. And, indeed, 
| guſt ſay, it behoves your Miniſters to be 
u ſparing as they can of the Matter of their 
Prayers, that they may not be always Pray- 
ng for the ſame Things, For a conflant Round 
of the /ame Things, may be, tis like, as tire- 
bme and diſguſting to their - Audiances, and 
Guſe as much Col in their Spirits, as 6 


infant Read of the Jame Piraſo d Emre 


I muſt beg, Sir, your leave that I ni 
va) abe ade at dr thing re, and 
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deſire it the rather, becauſe 1 am got dat 
it has yet been obſerved by guy of our Wü 
ters. Lou muſt be ſenſible that in all o 
larger Congtegatibns, mote eſpecially thoſe i 
Town, as well of Non-Conformiſts as Coi. 
formiſts, there muſt be many at a conſider. 
ble Diſtance from the” officiating Miniſter, and 
almoſt ou? ,. bearing; and what for Colghng, 
Hawking, and Spitting within Doors, and Ne. 
ſes from without, It will be impoſſible for the 
to, go along with the Miniſter,” in apy Fom 
that is zw to them, and ill leſs, If he lay 
7 have a weak and low Voice, as ms 
ny of your Miniſters, and ſome, Sir, of your 
own Friends, as I am informed, have: and 
The fame may be ſaid. of others, who ar 
nearer the Miniſter, if their Hearing be, in 
any degree, by Age or Difeaſe, impaired : but 
a very imperfect Hearing will ſerve. both one 
and t'other to join with him in any Form 
which chey are well acquainted with, and have 
almoſt by heart. Nay, Sit, one who is quilt 
deaf, by means of certain Helps that m 
be had, may, tolerably well, accompany the 
Miniſter in the Uſe of bur Liturgy, . You 
know, Sir, this is the Caſe of Mrs. K. 
and I have ſometimes obſerved with a Mit 
tüfe of Pity and Pleaſure, how, by he Hep 
of ber Bible, and Common. Prayer Book, by ob. 
ſerving the Motions and Geſtures of the Con 
gregation,' and the Lips of the Miniſter, . he 
has gone along with him throughout the whole 
Service, and have, been told, ſhe is very rape 
thrown out, and, when ſhe” is, ſoon recovers 
herſelf, and comes up again with the . 
88 gatio 4 
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rit is no lar and diſtinguiſhi 

i 45 5 of E 2, And fern t ere 1 
Tearce ad 11 MA wo thout 1 (Which is Tone: 
thing 10 055 * is more 
to. my "Fa #55 a Confe 2% that What 
req uire an Abſtinonte from, or 
Avoidance", of hw, thing tn erent, is as mu 
guilty of an Impe/tion, as if the puſiirve Pru 
die of that thing 85 „ oo And if h;. 


our Churches muſt be ilty of it 
In reg an Adſtine fron 11 J 
it tan be ſhewn, that 68 ID 
We and ſome W of 
the Goſpel, , can 1 4 pot, * 
to the Obſe Errance of any one Cel in pat 


ticular, - 
But not content with "this, ou, 0 reall 


impoſe we Obſervance Wo one particular C 
Communicz e erpel they 
Wada is tonfl 75 to it. Ph wil allow; me, &, 


te bring againſt you our og/n Diretlory, ons 
mbre ; 122 by that, /tting is impoſed, as much 
as Eneclin 7 is, by the ag Prayer. For 
thus it fays, The Table bet * covered 
and ſo farbene Des that, the People ns 
orderly fit about it. Cn 
Fd by hat, it is tru 15 properly impuſed ſi 
Was above by the regular unvari Ls 
tile of your Churches, by your 
requiring, and in/i/ting wpon it, and rein. 
abate of it. If one ſhould preſent himſelt & 
take the Satrament ſtanding, but, eſpecial f 
ſhould he preſume to offer to take it upo# # 
Knees, I put it to you, Sit, whether you don 
* he would undergo ſome cloſe Argung 
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and ſevere Expoſtulations, and be plainly told, 
that ſince he ſeemed to be contentious, you bad no 
ſurb Cuſtom, neither the Churches of. God. And 
[ put it to your Miniſters, . whether they 
40ud, ſhould he. continue obſtinately in that 
Poſture, give it him at all, I have indeed 
reaſon to believe there are ſome few in a freer 
and juſter way of thinking concerning this, 
ad ſome other Matters in Controverſy be- 
tween us, and whe would not ſcruple to give 
the Sacrament Kneeling to one who ſhould 
earneſtly deſire it; but I dare fay, the Bulk 
and Groſs of them are as rigid as Mr. Baxter 
in this particular, and would no more give it 
ſo than he was. willing to do. It ſeems, there 
were ſome who had a Mind ta take it of bim, 
but kneeling. He did not care to give it them, 


Ex ESTES r 


ly n that Poſture ; at which a certain Gentleman 
"is ſo offended, as to become a great Oppo- 
al fer of his re-eſtabliſhment as Kederminſter, af- 
rr che Reſtoration, Nor would he ever yield 
5 v let them receive it /, unleſs. they would 
0 do it, at the ſame time with others who received 
1 fiting- But this, belike, they ſcrupled to do; 
i ſo, he would not. give it them at all. Dr. Calamy 
VB = his Abridgment of the. Life of Mr. Baxter 
"" 296. 2* Edit.) relates ſuch a Story of him; 
1 dot, I aſſure. you, Sir, with any Blame, but 


wich evident Tokens of his Approbation of 
this Stiffneſs. Could ſuch a Conduct and Be- 
haviour, and ſuch a manifeſt Approbation of 
It, have been ever expected from two ſuch Ad- 
ocates for Condeſcenſion to ſcrupulous Con- 
ſciences, two ſuch Abhorrers of Impoſitions, as 
Mr. Baxter, and Dr. Calamy were? Though, 

| K indetd, 


66 A ſecond Letter concerning the Lives if 
indeed, with Mr. Baxter it was a common 
Thing 10 deſtroy the Things be bad before bu, 
to be inconſiſtent with himſelf, and contradis 
r O00 
And now, Sir, having thrown back you 
charge of Impoſition in regard to the Poſture 
of receiving, and, as IJ humbly conceive, mak 
it appear, that, if our Church © impoſes am, 
your Churches impoſe, as truly and properh, 
another, we will conſider, if you pleafe, you 
great and popular Objections to that Poſtire 
which is impoſed by us, and try if these 
alſo may not be ſtrongly retorted upon 
, you, p F H4 
che Poſture, (you ſay) wherein we recent 
not conformable- ia our Lord's Example in the Inff 
tution and firſt Adminiſtration of this Sacrament, 
that it firſt grew out of the monſtrous Dofirme 
TranſubRantiation, is, therefore, a Popiſh Cir 
mony, and, yet, abuſed to ſerve the Purpoſe i 
Idolatry, and naturally tending to it. To the 
firſt I reply, that if it is not conformable tt 
the Example of our Lord, in the Inſtitution 
it is not neceſfary it ſhould, unleſs it jan de 
ſhewn, that he meant, in the Poſture 
at the Inſtitution, to ſet ws an Example, tht 
we ſhould do, as he then did. 1 don't kno 
any other Medium whereby this is attempted 
to be ſhewn, beſides the Words of our Saviour 
do this.” And do they ſhew it? Can any reaſonable 
Man believe, thofe Words had any further re 
ference than to the Rites, and Sacramental A. 
tions, wherewith the Inſtitution was perfo 
or that they are to he extended to the * 
Geſture. It may be as well ſuppoſed, * 
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o be extended to all other Acceſſories, or Ap- 
dent Circumſtances of the Inſtitution. Why, 
Sir, do you not contend for the Uſe, after our 
&viour's Example, of unleavened Bread? There 
being as good Proof, and, I think, better, 
that he adminiſtred with this, as that he did it 
in the Geſture you imagine. And how comes 
it, that you hold not the neceſſity of uſing Vine 
nin with Water? For the Preſumption of his 

ſuch, at that time, is as ſtrong, as of 
his uſing the Geſture before mentioned. Why 
don't you plead for celebrating only in an upper 
Rom, only in the Evening, and that too im- 
mediately after @ full Meal, as our Lord is 
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8 Eppoſed to have adminiſtred preſently after 
„ans the Paſchal Feaſt ? Why do any of you 
en of Sacraments in the Morning, and per- 


haps faſting * Why do you ever admit more 
than can fit at one Table, or than twelve Com- 
municants, the number of the Apoſtles, at 
ne time? And why any Women? For there 
yere none here. Don't you ſee, Sir, to what 
lengths of Abſurdity , this kind of Reaſonin 
vill run, and what Whimſies it inevitably lea 
v? And I wonder your People have not been 
ſet led into them. What can be the Cauſe of 
tieir ſtopping ſhort, and not purſuing their 
Reaſoning as far as it will go, into other 
Things, the neceſſity of which may be demon- 
ſrated, the ſame way? There muſt be ſome 
Reaſon for this; and if you will give me leave, 
| vill preſume to gueſs. what. I doubt, they 
tae ſome Suſpicions of the Goodneſs and So- 
ldity of this way of Arguing, and are, there- 
{o honeſt, as not to uſe it a bir farther 
K 2 than 
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than there is preſent Occaſion for, that is, ng 
_ farther than is juſt neceſſary to keep up the 
Separation between us. | 
But how, Sir, after all, are you more con. 
formable- than ve, in this particular, to on 
Saviour's Practice and Example? It is not fo cer. 
tain as you ſeem to fancy, that he adminiſtred, 
and the Diſciples received in the ſame Poſture 
wherein they ate the Paſſover. It is not ſaid they 
did; nor can it be fairly, from any Circumſtances, 
collected. The Poſture, for what we can tell, 
might be changed, and there is ſome probs. Wil | 
bility it was, becauſe, between the Paſſover 
and the Supper, the Bleſſing of the Elements, 
or giving of Thanks intervened ;3 and one would 
hardly imagine that was done in the recumbing 
Poſture. - But let it be fo, and let all be ſup- 
ſed done in that Poſture (I ſhall not need, 
[ preſume, to deſcribe it to you) how can it 
be faid your Practice is conformable thereto? 
T- thought, Sir, you had received /iting.” I. 
It not really ſo? But if it is, what Agret- 
ment and Conformity, I pray, is there be- 
tween our Lord's and your Practice? It 1s 
not enough to ſay, his was a Table-geſture in 
that Country, and fo is yours in this, For it 
Do this has any reference to the Geſture, it 
certainly directs to that particular and preciſe 
Geſture that was then uſing, And if that, 
in theſe Parts of the World, be not a Ia. 
ble-Geſture, it, ſurely, ought, by Virtue d 
this Precept, as underſtood by you, to be 
made fo, at leaſt in the Participation of this 


Supper. 


One 
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One Thing more upon this Head it may 
be proper to obſerve concerning your Mi- 
niſters, and their manner of receiving. It 
muſt be admitted, and, I ſuppoſe, will, at 
leaſt *cill the Uſes to be made of ſuch a Con- 
ceſſon ſhall be pointed out, that they are as 
much obliged, as their People, to conform them- 
ſelves to the Geſture wherein our Lord inſti- 
mted this Sacrament. Now they, whatever 
aber may think, don't allow, I ſuppoſe, that 
be ever changed his Poſture, but contend, that 
he kept conſtantly in the recumbing - Poſture, 
during the whole time of the Inſtitution, even 
then when he was bleſſing and giving Thanks, - 
To be conformable, - therefore, to this Exam- 
ple, (if fitting, as they ſay, be really con- 
forming to it) the Miniſters, the Adminiſtra- 
tors, ought to /t, and that always, and never. 
ence riſe up from their Seats during the whole 
Service, But do they do ſo? I doubt x. 
However, you, Sir, know better than I, whe- 
ther they do, or not. This I obſerve, Sir, in 
your Directory, that it orders the Communi- 
eants to ſit at the Table; but when it ſpeaks of 
the Miniſter by - himſelf, it only orders that he 
te at the Table, when he himſelf communicates, 
ad diſtributes the Bread to others. From 
whence it ſhould ſeem, it was not expected, or 
lowever, not required as neceſſary, he ſhould 
be ting, but that it was ſufficient, if he were 
only at or about the Table in any Way or 
olture whatſoever. Now, Sir, will you pleaſe 
o inform me whether your Miniſters hold 
demſelves obliged to /t always, as our Saviour, 
kiey pretend, was always in the recumbing 
Poſture, 
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to = diſtributing the Elements to ſuch of 
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Poſture, or whether they think they may take 
the liberty, ſometimes, to ſtand, as, 2 
ly, at the time of their own receiving, (a 

have been informed ſome have done) or al 
the time LO are Santifying. the Element, 
——_ Exbortations to the People, or 
their Prayers OT Thankſztvings unto God; and 
des 1 in your larger Congregations, where 
the Communicants are ſo numerous that hardly, 


preſume, you have. no. where more than one) 
they do not walk about the meeting from Pen 


the Communicants as are ſitting there. And 
if they do this, whether you think there be in 
it any ſuch ſtrict Dh to our Lord's 
Practice and Example, as you exact of us, If 
they ever walk about the Meeting from one 
Pew to another, with the Elements in their 
Hands, or if chey only ſtand while they are 
ſtirring up the r or bleſſing God, -thele 
are, according to their own way of Arguing, 
manifeſt Deviations from that ple. But 
if they ſtand, too, in the Af of Receiving, the 
Deviation muſt be be acknowledged to be {til 
greater, 

F come now to the other Objection againl 
Kneeling ſec forth above, concerning the P- 
pery thereof; and J aſſure you, Sir, that, in 
every Part of it, your F — are gra! 
miſtaken, As to its growing of 1 
Arine of Tranſubſtantiation, it is a = deal too 
old, to have that Original. Nor can it — 
perly be called, on any other Account, à 
N Ceremony. It is, indeed, practiſed, and 0 
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is [anding and * ſitting too, on certain Occaſi- 
ons, by one or other, in that Church. One 
of their Orders, if Didoclauius ſay true, and, 
| think, he would hardly romance to the 
nifeft Injury of his Cauſe, take the Sacrametit, 
ſometimes, fitting. And the ſovereign Pon- 
tif, at certain times, takes it , and fanding 
zt other Times; and 1 don't know that 
ever takes it upon his Knees. In one Senſe, 
therefore, they are all Popih Ceremonies, in. 
another, neither of them. They are all Pe. 

, in the Senſe of their being all, at ſome 

ime, or by ſome Perſon or other, uſed and 
practiſed in that Church; and nome 4 
Pipiſh, in the Senſe of its being an Error, 
or Corruption, or an Abomination iar to 
it. And as to its ſerving the Purpoſes of . 
dolatry in that Church, it would be, 1 think, 
ſtrictly in joined, and greater Streſs than there 
appears to be would be laid upon it, if it 
really did. It is fo far from being frishb i 
joined, that it is not infoined at all. There is 
not one Canon, nor any one Rubrick, as ve 
have been aſſured, in all its Liturgies, and 
Offices, injoining it, in the Act of receiving 
and from the Diverſity of their Practice Be- 
ſore obſerved, as well as from the Silence of 
their great Writers, who have treated ſo large- 
lj of the Euchariſt, concerning the right Paſtuite - 
a receiving, one may fairly conclude, | they 
look upon the Poſture as a Matter of no mo- 
ment, Bellarmine, Sir, I have turned over, 
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who ſeems: to have taken in every thing thut 
has any relation to the Eucharift ; but be 
has not a Syllable that I can find about 
Kneeling” at the Time of receiving, no, not 
there, where he profeſſedly ſets himſelf to e- 
numerate all the Ceremonies of the Maſs; | 
have alſo conſulted the Roman Catechiſm com- 
poſed by order of the Trent Council, where 
alſo there is not a Word about it. And yet, 
in both, ſome very minute and | inconliders 
ble Matters, ſuch as commumieating faſting, 
in Unleavened Bread, and Wine -mix'd with 
a: ſmall: Quantity of Water, are treated dl, 
and in one theſe Points are enlarged upon, 
and ſtrenuouſly maintained. A : plain. Sigh, 
they make little Account of this Þ in 
the Act of Receiving, and have no mighty 
Purpoſes of Idolatry to be ſerved by it, but 
that all their Purpoſes of that Sort are thought 
to be ſufficiently anſwered by the People's 
falling down before the Hoſt, wen the ll 
Beil rings, at the Elevation, or at Proceſſion. 
At the Time of receiving, the Church nei 
ther preſcribes Adoration, nor ſeems to &- 
2 it; at leaſt, - not the Adoration of the 
: "And indeed I don't perceive that it 
looks for, at that Time, any Adoration, wht 
ther of God the Father of all, or of 74 


But ſince we are, Sir, upon ill Purpoſe 
to be ſerved by the Poſture of kneeling, I mul 
beg leave to inform you, or to put you in * 
membrance of ſome Purpoſes, not very 

ones I hope you will own, that were rauh 
meant to be ſerved by /itting at the Lord's * 


H 
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To be even with you, Sir, I muſt tell you, this 
Poſture grew out of the monſtrous Doctrine of 
Tims, who, with his Followers, introduced 
it into the Proteſtant Churches, and with an 
horrible Intent of . throwing Contempt upon the 
Divinity of the Lord Jeſus. For looking upon 
dim as a mere Man, they were minded, it 
ſeems, to fit down with him, as their Fellow, 
uu his Table. Upon which account, fitting 
x: the Holy Table was condemned, in very 
ſevere Terms, as indecent, ſcandalous, irreligious, 
and againſt the Cuſtom of all the reformed Churches, 
and either ſtanding or kneeling was decreed in 
wo Poliſo Synods. And if one conſiders the 
reſtleſs Endeavours that have been uſed to pro- 
pate formerly Socinianiſm and more lately 
franiſm, both of them Hereſies in oppoſition 
o the Godhead of our Lord, and the Diſpo- 
tion of too many in the Nation to fall in with 
them, and, at the ſame time, the univerſal 
Abhorrence and Deteſtation that Bread- Wor- 
hip is in among us, one may eaſily ſee worſe 
onſequences are likely to follow from the 
% of ſilting, than from the kneeling Peſ⸗ 
ie 


Since we are upon the Subject of Geſtures, 
t would not, methinks, be amiſs to make a 
fort Digreſſion (if indeed it be a Digreſſion) 
ncerning your not kneeling at - publick Prayer; 
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ſs WF more than at the Sacrament. Standing at 
wer, in all ſeparate Congregations, is a 
re- WW olture fo ew jp (unleſs ſome fir) ſo much 
ode nanced, and, on all Occaſions juſtified in 
uh de People, that it ſeems to amount to little 
ble. 


ks. than an Impoſition. One cannot, indeed, 
: L much 
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much wonder, that the generality of your Peg. 
ple ſhould fall into it. Many do fo, in w 
Churches, where they are taught better, þ 
is confeſſedly a Poſture ſomewhat more decem 
than ting at Prayer; and therefore a Poſtyr: 
wherein they vainly imagine they can reconcil 
ſome ſort of external Regard to the Duty 
are about, with their own Eaſe and Indolenc 
But that your People ſhould univerſally, the 
moſt ſerious and devout as well as others, fal 
into it, is ſurprizing, and can be accounted fer 
no other way, than by the Countenanct and 
Encouragement that is given to it by your Mi 
niſters, who, inſtead of reprebending and renm 
firating againſt it, ſay all they can to palliat 
and excuſe it, The humble Poſture of knee! 


ing Nature itſelf ſo plainly dictates, and © 
powerfully prompts us to, that a Man, if kl: 
were left to himſelf, whenever he ſpreads hi a 
Sins and Sorrows before God, or makes high © 
Requeſts known to him, will hardly do it in * 
any other. The Body, on ſuch Occaſions, al : 
moſt mechanically, and without the atuli 
Volition of the Mind, falls down befor: 148 © 
Lord its Maker, and ſcarce ever fails to do ol © 
but when ſome affeed Reſtraint is laid upo , 
Ic. 

Your Friend, Sir, Dr. Watts has given , 
the whole Doctrine and Theory of Prayer con 8 
formable to the Sentiments and Practices 
Diſſenters; and he divides it into no leſs thi 1 
eight ſeveral Parts, to wit, Ivocation, Au , 
gion, Confeſſion of Sin, Petition, Pleading 0 -. 
God, Self-Dedication to him, ' Thankſgiving, u a. 


bleſſing of him, Now, it is eaſy to fee, ti 
1 Prayer 
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# Prayer, or ſpeaking to God, cannot properly 
| de done all theſe ways, in any one Geſture, 
VO which, nevertheleſs, is unavoidable, as your 

Miniſters order the Matter, by blending and 
* throwing them all promiſcuouſly together, in 
"WY cnc uniform continued Prayer. But if the 
1 whole muſ# be done in one and the ſame Geſ- 
due, fure it ſhould rather be that which ſuits 
5 the far greater Part, as kneeling evidently does, 
7 eſpecially, too, when that is much more ex- 
WY prcſlive of our profound Reverence for God 
nd a ſtronger Teſtification, in the Face of the 
Word, of the entire Subjection of our Souls 


to him, If I might be permitted to be ſo free, 
j to ſuggeſt to theſe Gentlemen one Thought, 
methinks, I would recommend it to their Con- 
ſderztion, whether, ſince they have, gene- 
ally, a Prayer after Sermon, as well as before, 
t would not be beſt, at one of thoſe times, to 
uſe ſuch of theſe kinds of Prayer as ſeem to re- 
quire &nceling, reſerving for the other ſuch ſorts. 
of it as may be performed, not improperly, in 
the fanaing Poſture, and then ſtand forth, and 
tonztly tell their People, it would become them 
to compoſe themſelves to thoſe Geſtures, ac- 
cordingly. Such a Difference and Propriety of Be- 
viour would not, I hope, marr your Wor- 
ſhip, but greatly improve, and add a natural _ 
plendor and Beauty to it. But alas, Sir, I 
ſpeak in vain, Kneeling, though it be in Con- 
ion, or when you are under an uncommon Senſe 
f Guilt, on account (for example) of National 
Mins or Calamities, and when Proſtration itſelf, 
| that would be convenient in a publick and 
ant Aſſembly, would not be improper, is 

L 2 never 
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never "practiſed, And ſhould any one, even 
you, Sir, preſume to do it, I am pretty con 
fident the reſt would not be pleaſed with you 
Not pleaſed, did I ſay? They would certainly 
cenſure. and condemn you; and I know not, 
Sir, whether the Superiority of your Under. 
ſtanding, confeſſed by all that know you, 
would, in this Caſe, exempt you from the Im- 
2 of a moſt weak and pitiful Superſiition, 
either is this a groundleſs and unreaſonable 
Suggeſtion. For one conſiderable Congregation 
of Diſſenters I can name, whereof there is a 
Member, who rightly judges it as fit to kneel 
at her Publick, as at her. Private, or -Famij 
Prayer, and practiſes accordingly, but to the 
great Scandal of the Congregation, -who almolt 
wiſh ſhe would go over to the Church, rather 
than continue among them to be the Occaſion 
of ſo great and general Offence. This mighty 
averſeneſs to kneeling at publick Prayer, when 
you always practiſe it in private, may appear 
to ſome perfectly whimſical: But I, who pre- 
tend to have ſtudied you ſomewhat more than 
every Body has, am ſatisfied, there is a ſubſtan- 
tial Reaſon for it. It is plainly, Sir, a poli 
Avoidance of too much Symbolizing with the 
Church of England. As we kneel at Church, 
you muſt not do it at Meeting, And if ſtand- 
ing had been a Church Impoſitian, and the gen- 
ral approved way of our Religious Aſſemblies, 
ou, no doubt, would have taken to Kneeling, 
and been well pleaſed, as you would have had 
reaſon, that the fitteſt and moſt ſuitable Poſture 


had been 14% for you. It is thought expedient, | 


that your Worſhip ſhould have a Face 120 
| ro 
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ours, tho' it be much worſe, that ſo it 
may allure and draw in thoſe, to whoſe Taſte 
or Humour the external Order of the Church 
is not ſo well ſuited. 4 
And as the total Diſuſe of Kneeling at 
your publick Prayer is a likely means to 
draw in ſome of aur People, who have no 
Reliſh at all of ſuch a emony ( perhaps 
from an aukward ruſtic Baſhfulneſs, or from 
ſome ſecret Conſciouſneſs, that they want that 
nward mental Devotion which this Geſture 
expreſſes, and makes Profeſſion of, ſo it helps 
tw keep thoſe who have been always with 
you in @ greater Indiſpoſition for Conformity. 
By never having been, themſelves, upon their 
Knees, in their Publick Aſſemblies, they con- 
met an Unaptneſs for it, and a kind of A- 
verſion to it; and never ſeeing it done by o- 
thers, no, not by thoſe who are accounted 
among you the moſt devour, - nor hearing it 
recommended by your Miniſters, they preſent- 
ly conclude there muſt be, for certain, ſome- 
thing that is bad, and, in all likelihood (for 
is a mighty Word with them, though they 
know not what it means) ſome Superſtition in 
. Hence that lothneſs to go, even occa- 
lonally, to our Churches, where they muſt 
ther kneel, or appear ſingular: The former 
ey know not how to bring themſelves to, 
wor do they mightily lite the latter: Where- 
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, bad they been trained up and accuſtomed 
ad Wit» fall down upon their Knees, at their own 
e budlic Prayer, they would have been apt to 
2 the ſame, when they appear, occaſionally, 


* ors, This would lead them, atmoſt una- 
voidably, 
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hended, and to be guarded againſt ; and real. 
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voidably; to jein in our Prayers; and then 
the liking them, with great Probability, would 
follow. This, I doubt, is the Danger appre. 


ly Sir, I muſt tell you, and you cannot but 
own, it does not look well, -but has a ſcurvy 
Appearance, to let your Worſhip be rather 
debaſed, than run any Hazard of leflening the 
Number of your Worſhippers. 
One may gueſs, and, indeed, eaſily believe, 
ou have another Reaſon for this Conduct. 
you were to be taught, and come to think, 
it was it and right to kneel at your Prayer, 
you would ſoon fall into an Opinion, that it 
could not be wrong 10 kneel: at the Sacrament, 
Prayer being, not only before and after, but 
during the Time, and in the Ad of Receivny, 
the moſt proper Buſineſs and Exerciſe of the 
Mind you can be employed in. And ther- 
fore you act, I muſt needs ſay, very cn. 
ently and wiſely, in thus making light, ad 
extenuating the Propriety of - kneeling in le 
public Prayer, if you are really determined BW { 
not to own the Propriety, or to admit ti: WW ; 
Ule of-it, in the Lord's Supper. y 
As to the Propriety of kneeling in pub i 
lic Prayer, the worthy Perſon. laſt mentioned L. 
ſeems to me in an odd Way of Thinking } 
f 
ba 


touching that Matter. Speaking of the Gel 
tures proper for Prayer, and for each Soft 
_ Occaſion « it, No Poſture of the 5 
(ſays he) is unſit for ſhort Zjaculations, an 
our Souls may go out aus, + while u 
lie on our Beds, fit at our Tables, or are #4 
king our Reſt, in any Method of *! 


* 
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And when wwe ſay Grace after eating alone, 
there- is no Neceſſity of rifing always from our 
Seat; but the Cuſtom of ſtanding up is more De- 
cent and Hononrable; when we eat in Compa- 
In Family Prayer, which is yet a 
more ſolemn Performance, he takes it for 
granted, that all kneel; and indeed all Diſſen- 
ters who keep up Family Worſhip, fo far 
as I am informed, do. All this, now, is 
perfectly right; here is a © juſt Gradation in 
the outward Expreſſions Adoration, pro- 
portioned to the Occaſion, and to the leſs 
or greater Solemnity thereof. And who, 
now, would expect that public Prayer 
ſhould be performed in a leſs honourable, a a 
leſs reverend and devout Poſture, than that 
of the Family? And yet fo it is, I do 'af- 
ſure you. For ſpeaking of Public Prayer, 
the Worſhip of God in the great Congregation, 
he comes back again to landing, and thinks 
t "not unfit for this Worſhip: — he 
owns, the kneeling © Poſture, which he truly 
lays, the Light «of Nature, itſelf, as well as the 
Rule of Scripture * ſeems to .diflate and lead 
u to, and has been, accordingly, prattiſed in 
al Ages, and in all Nations, even where the 


Lybt of Scripture never ſhined, would Was 


te a moſt agreeable Poſture for the Worſhip 
f God in public Aſſemblies, if it might” 'be 
bad with Conveniency. Pray, mind it, Sir; it 
ls but a, not the moſt agreeable Poſture for 
public Worſhip, one, as it ſhould ſeem of the 
moſt agreeable, but not the © moſt agreeable 
Wall. And, yet, one would think, it muſt be 
ve moſt agrecable of all, if it be diftated'by Na- 
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ture, inforced . by Scripture, . and reco mmended iy 
the Prattice of all. Ages and Na lions, as it. cer. 
tainly is, and he confeſſes it to be. 
It will not be denied, that ſtanding is ; 
Poſture that may properly be uſed in Divi 
Worſhip, and, ſometimes in the very Act of 
Prayer. But, of ;itelf, it is no worſhipping 
Poſture, and only the Motions, Actions, 
Geſtures with which it is accompanied make 
it to be ſuch. It will be alſo owned, there 
are many Inſtances in Scripture of the People 
of God, or of holy Men among them, 
Standing in Prayer; and to make ſuch a Col. 
lection of them as ſome have, and as Mr, 
Boyſe, in n has done, is to little pur- 
poſe, unleſs it were farther; ſhewn, that theſe 
were | Inſtances of ſuch Simple, mere Standing, 
as is commonly practiſed in your Congregz- 
tions. When Abraham flood before the: Lard, 
Gen. xviii, 22. to make his Prayer and Sup. 
hcation to him, when the Leuites ſtood. up, 
Nes. ix 4. in Prayer and Confeſſion, and 
other Jews (as they oſten did, tis acknow- 
edged) prayed ſtanding, - as. the Phariſee and 
wblican, who went up to the Temple to 
pray, are repreſented to do, it is not to be 
thought, that they only . Hood, and uſed no 
bodily Expreſſions of Adoration, Nay, it i 
particularly remark'd concerning the  Publizan, 
that the outward Expreſſions. of his Humi- 
lity and Devotion were very Strong and Ve 
hement... Or when the primitive Chriſtians 
ſtood at Prayer, as every Body knows they 
did, on the Lord's Day, and at all Times be- 


tween Easter and Whitſuntide, can we 3 
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CuvxcuMen and DisszMT EMS. Br 
hey did not” more than barely Keep" wpon bir 


Fut, in a — S; and e 9 7 or 
that they ſtudioufly and Bhs pulouſly te 


frained from all int: 9 . 
rally, or by gener received Uſe, 
— of their wont No, ſurel phe 
was not the Way of the Church o 

thoſe Ages. Muc ſuſpicientes 8 Oo (i 
Tertullian) Manibus expanſis, quia innocuit, a- 
pile nudo, quia non erubeſcimus, — rm =—- 
There was then, in their Religions Aſſemblies, 
not only a greater decency and compoſedneſs 
of Behaviour, but ſtronger outward Expreſ- 
ſons and Demonſtrations of the devout Aﬀec- 
tions of their Hearts, than are to be ſeen even 
in our Churches, Their Behaviour at Church 
was truly edifying. One may, indeed, be e- 
difed with ſeeing” a Congregation ſtanding at 
their Prayers, if, at the ſame time, one could 
ſee, all over it, ſach an outward . 


wuld de properly called Wor foipping : ret 
P 


would be to me little Edification (I muſt 
confeſs) to behold 0 1 . 
per gravity and compoſedneſs of Coun 

* leaning rl tet Pews, with vx 

Hands 770 ef 8 Ey 

nu of elevated and 1 to Heav ar 
eher roving or elſe fix*d * e Ground, or 
0 the Face of the Miniſter, as you well know, 
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F 1 7 _ (I ſpeak it without Scorn) 
ni. our Con CW is: Inſomuch that I am 
e. aden, _ oreigner, who ſhould be 1 
al . 

ie | « Apolag. Ce. 30. 

be- 


ine M a Stran- 


82 Ae eee 
2 Stranger. to our „ were he to enter 
u time f Prayer, would take it for Sermon: tin, 
and little think thoſe People were addreſſug 
themſelyes to God, but only liſtening to dne 

Who was addreſſing himſelf to them. And this 
"+; think, evidently ſhews, | that ' ſtanding,” ca 

idered ſimply in itſelf, is not an adoring Pi | 
ture, and much leſs to be preferr'd to the mor 
humble and, honourable. one I am contend 
or, 

2 . were nor lo. and hoſ eee 
ho take it upon them to. juſtify the ſtanding 
"Paſture at 83 of publick Prayer, ver 
not à little conſcious thereof, what need had 
there been to make an excuſe for not kneeling, 
to wit, e mant of Convemency for it? Thu 
pe of l for, kneeling is pleaded by 
155 in uh Paſſage * quoted, and in other 

laces takes care to put us in Mind of it. But 

hat ſort of Conveviency would they have? 

275 they; not as good as our Lord: had n 
the Carden, or St. Paul upon the Sea Shore? 
And if they want a Corveniency for Kneeling 
With * eaſe, cy may accommodate themſelves 
for a Trifle, Or do they want room? As Pp 
your Miniſters, Sir, are bey ſo thronged? Do 
the People intrude into their Pulpits, and mot 
wr. them 69 to fall dow: 1508 ou Nee! 
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Remarks on the Biſhop of Dorer Diſcourſe," 
ing the ovarian of Maa in tbe” Worldip of ob þ 
174. 

Guide to Prayer, p. 78. 
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| CuoncuMEen and DrozenTeRs, 83 
10, not then, when they are pouring out their 
Souls before God, confeſſing their Sins, and 
the Sins of their People, and ſupplicating for 


miliation? And are all your Meetings ſo full, 
that you, Sir, of the Laiety can but juſt ſtand 
upright by one another? Are you, one and all, 
ſo pent, as not to be able to bow a Knee unto 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? The 
whole Church, Sir, ſees it is otherwiſe, and 
that not only you, but many others in every 
Congregation, it may be, of much leſs Con- 
fideration than yourſelf, are not /o incommoded 
as this comes to, and have Conveniency enough 
for Kneeling, if you were minded to make uſe 
of it. And ſuch as have not, may find it, alas, 
in all; or in ſoms or other of our Churches, 
have been often told, in excuſe for your Separa- 
tion, the Churches were ſo full, that you were 
forced to ſet up ſeparate Aſſemblies, or great 
numbers muſt be without any publick Worſhip. 
But now, it ſeems, the Caſe is altered; thi 
Meetings are fuller, and more crowded. th 
the Churches. If ſo, it is high time, (in y 
n way of 7 to come back again, and 
return to the Church whence you went. 
Was there ever ſuch an Excuſe as this! I ſhould 
ſmile to myſelf to ſee ſome others, but I am really 
concerned to find ſuch a Man as Dr. Watts 
aking up with this pitiful pretence for a 
Fraftice, which is plainly maintained for other 
Reaſons: And I can't forbear making upon it 
this melancholy Reflection, — How great and 
prevailing is the Influence of Party- Attachments 
ud bow mighty the Power of Prejudice, — 
imes 


Mercy, on the moſt ſolemn Occaſions. of Hu- 
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times without bei en, 1 — 
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. ern it is here, and thay, 

Lady + ſo high in your 

I fancy, you are, ere this, pretty u. 

Feat and more Inſupontabie than 
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